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INSIDE

Carolyn Watts spent twelve years 
preparing for her medical career—
including five years of speciality 

training in obstetrics and gynecology. She 
went to work in a small Afghan village high 
in the mountains. Conditions were primitive 
in the hospital—no running water, no x-ray 
machine, and only solar powered electricity. 
Half of the local children under five were 
malnourished and one in four babies died 

before reaching their first birthday. Though 
she was an OB/GYN specialist, in remote 
communities a doctor is a doctor, so she did 
much more than deliver babies and care for 
their mothers. Sometimes she was the only 
doctor available for 150,000 people! Caro-
lyn loved her patients but sometimes the 
work stretched her beyond her limits. God’s 
grace and a strong sense of calling kept her 
going. 

After working in Afghanistan for four 
and a half years, a debilitating neurological 
condition forced her to come 
home to Canada in 2008. 
What was God doing? 

Grieving the loss 
of her work and strug-
gling with the physical 
effects of her disease, 
Carolyn needed to 

Continued on page 3

Carolyn Watts served as a doctor in this remote Afghan village
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They aren’t who you’d usually expect to come to your 
Christian small group meeting: a Muslim family; 
a young man who says he’s a pagan; his pregnant 

girlfriend. 
Yet these are the people who come to Gord and 

Karen Brock’s home on a Wednesday night for the weekly 
community potluck. As people come in, they can write 
concerns on a white board. Between the main course and 
dessert, the group prays for these things. After dessert, 
people are welcome to stay for a Bible study. “They are 
belonging before they believe,” says Brock, pastor of Radiant 
City Church, a new church plant in the Waterloo region of 
Ontario.

Radiant City Church officially began on September 
9, 2012 with 33 people. Modelled after Nigel Paul’s 
MoveIn ministry, they seek to reach poor neighbourhoods 
with prayer and presence. They are based in three areas: 
Westwood Drive, and Mooregate Crescent in Kitchener, and 
Norwich Road in Breslau.

Last spring, Gord and his wife Karen, along with several 
other families, sold their homes and bought or rented houses 
in these neighbourhoods. In Westwood, where the Brocks settled, 
three couples and one group of four young men live within a four-
minute walk of each other. Together, they host a weekly community 
potluck and spend time getting to know the people on their street. 
They drive people places and help with laundry or ESL classes. They 
also started a running club. One family that joined the running club 
has started coming to the potlucks.

On January 6, Radiant City had its first Sunday gathering 
with all three city groups at a local school. The service began with 
socializing and hot apple cider, followed by music, sharing, an 
interactive message, and a time for questions at the end. Even their 
“not-yet-believing” young friend came. “He comes because they are 
desperate for community and friends,” says Brock.

Community is a huge need for people in under-resourced 
neighbourhoods. “Can they put their kids in hockey?” asks Brock. 
“No, they can’t afford to. But they need to find community for their 
family, so here it is.” 

Radiant City has been generously supported by Lincoln Road 
Chapel, where Brock was a pastor, as well as by a grant from Vision 
Ministries. This is the eighth church Lincoln Road has launched in 
its 41-year history. 

Moving from a large congregation to a small neighbourhood 
church has been a significant change for Brock. Although he is 
enjoying the renewed sense of vision and working closely together 
with his wife, it can also be daunting to work with people with no 
spiritual background. Family units can be messy, and explaining a 
Christmas Eve service to Muslim friends takes patience. 

But Brock and his team are thrilled by the impact their prayer, 
potlucks, and persistent love are already having. “It’s just kind of 
strange,” says Brock, “to have people on a spiritual journey sitting 
in our living room, listening to the story of God, and you know that 
they don’t necessarily agree, but they want to be there.” ■

www.radiantcitychurch.com

RadIaNT CITy: 
Neighbours exploriNg god’s story

Radiant City Church in Kitchener, ON started 
a running club in their neighbourhood

JEANETTE DUNCAN
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Radiant City Church had its first public 
worship gathering in January, 2013
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rethink her faith. She began meditating on 
Romans 11:33–12:2. “I started studying 
that passage in Romans for myself because 
I needed to know that when everything 
falls apart, God can be still be trusted,” 
says Carolyn. Then she began turning her 

personal search into a guide for others. “As 
I studied those truths I got excited about 
them and wanted to share them.” 

Since that time, several individuals 
and groups have used and benefitted from 
Carolyn’s study Rational Worship: Offering 
Ourselves to the God of Mercy. 

Though Carolyn does what she can to 
control her illness through medication and 
lifestyle practices like regular exercise and 
daily naps, there are constraints. “It will 
probably be a lifelong thing. It puts some 
limits on but also opens other opportuni-
ties.” 

No longer able to keep up with the 
hectic pace of a doctor, Carolyn is study-
ing at Regent College, taking her Masters 
of Christian Studies in Biblical Languages. 
God has shown her steps along her path 
but not the whole map. She dreams of 
one day helping with Bible translation. 
For now, Carolyn knows she is called to 
listen closely to God and to help people in 
Canada. Currently she writes a blog called 
Hearing the Heartbeat (www.hearingth-
eheartbeat.com). She also mentors young 
physicians and others preparing to work in 
countries around the world. 

Is she bitter about her circumstances? 
Carolyn’s condition was informally di-

agnosed when she met a specialist from 
the Mayo clinic at a conference they were 
attending in Thailand. He quickly and eas-
ily labelled the mystery illness that had 
plagued Carolyn since she was a teen. He 
asked her, “What are you doing? Where 

are you working?” When she told him of 
her work in Afghanistan, incredulously he 
told her, “There’s no way you should be 
able to do any of that with your condition.” 
Looking back, Carolyn sees that getting 
through medical school (despite extreme 
fatigue) and working in Afghanistan for 
as long as she did was a gift. It was not a 
ministry cut tragically short, but a blessing 
given by God—even for a short time. 

Reflecting on her circumstances, Caro-
lyn says, “God doesn’t take something 
away without giving more of himself, and 
he is worth everything.” She adds, “What 
I lost seems so small compared to what I 
have gained. I would not have wanted to 
miss this journey for anything. When you 
can’t do anything for God and still find 
yourself loved, it changes you… I don’t 
have to be in control because he is.” ■

Carolyn Watts is the daughter of Chris 
and Marny Watts. Her dad is an elder at 
Colby Drive Bible 
Chapel in Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia. Her newly 
updated study Rational 
Worship can be down-
loaded for free from 
www.hearingtheheart-
beat.com.

“God doesn’t take anything away without giving 
more of himself.” 

Carolyn Watts (left) 
performing surgery in 
Afghanistan
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2012 was a big year for VMC! 
We had an outstanding 

Thinking Shrewdly V conference in Guelph, 
new churches started, a game-changing 
trip to Burundi and Kenya with a teaching 
team of five, significant staffing changes and 
several bold “thinking ahead” faith sessions. 

Financially we kept learning to lean 
on God as our Faithful Provider. There 
were donation income peaks in June and 

December. In between we “leaned a little 
harder.” We could not have functioned at all 
without the help of so many of you. Thank 
you so much for working together with us.

A great sadness in 2012 was the loss 
of our good friend and colleague David 
McClurkin. His wife Gladys is working on 
the publication of a coffee table book that 
will feature Dave’s best photographs along 
with his Scripture verses of the year. She 

is planning for its release in the fall of this 
year. 

Michele Lewis, who did our book 
keeping for twelve years concluded her 
role in November. Thank you Michele for a 
job very well done! Garry Allen is our new 
book keeper and Al Rahamut is taking over 
our Financial and Project Management. 

Gord Martin
Executive Director

A N N u A l  r e p o r t

I was honoured to take over the role of 
Board Chair this year from David Ralph. 
Thank you David for your nine years of 

leadership on the VMC Board of Directors.
As I was writing this letter, I wondered, 

“What is Vision Ministries really up to?” 
When I checked the VMC website, I found 
this front and centre on the home page: 
“We do ministry from a collaborative 
perspective.” 

As I read this edition of Thinking Ahead, 
I was struck by how central collaboration is 
to who we are:

 ▶ In our prayer support for Ceupi in 
Burma.

 ▶ In the activities around “Moving the 
Mission Forward.”

 ▶ How the Radiant City Church and 
MoveIn inspire and encourage each 
other.

 ▶ In your support to achieve our financial 
targets for the year, while we continue to 
rely on our God.

 ▶ In the partnerships that have been 
established with churches in Burundi 
and Kenya.

I am convinced that this collaborative 
approach has been a key element in 
sustaining Vision Ministries over the past 
twenty years. As you read, I hope you too 
will be encouraged by examples of our 
collaboration in action.

Thank you for believing in VMC over 
the past year. Your prayers, financial gifts, 
and one-on-ones with Gord, Jay and the 
rest of the team are a constant source of 
encouragement and support. Thank you.

Jim Doherty
Board Chair, Vision Ministries Canada
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During the six months that ended December 31, 2012, the 
operating surplus was $12,798.07.
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1. New Churches
 ▶ Toronto China Bible Church – January 
 ▶ City Chapel, Red Deer – February
 ▶ New Creation, Winnipeg – May
 ▶ Radiant City, Kitchener – September
 ▶ Lakeside in Guelph began a downtown ministry 

centre
 ▶ Hope Community in Lennoxville adopted a Nepalese 

congregation

2. Monthly Praise & Prayer
Each month we invite church leaders and planters to send 
us praise and prayer items. Usually there are 4-5 pages of 
responses. Our staff meets to pray for them and another 220 
people receive these items by email to join in the chorus of 
prayer.

3. Europe trip
In March Gord Martin made a quick ministry trip to France, 
Poland, Spain and Portugal to connect and dialogue with 
church and network leaders. 

4. Thinking Shrewdly V 
The conference was a huge highlight for many as we celebrated 
20 years of God’s faithfulness. We greatly appreciated the 
contributions of Greg Paul, Gary Nelson and Bruxy Cavey. 

– Matt Craig, Don Valley Bible Chapel, Toronto

5. Africa Trip
The July trip to Africa is leading us to establish longer 
term partnerships with networks of churches in Burundi 
and Kenya. We anticipate continued involvement in both 
countries.

6. C2C church planters 
retreat
Six planter couples went to Banff in November for a Church 
Planters Retreat, courtesy of the Mennonite Brethren who 
generously invited our planters to join them.

7. Nashville
Ed Stetzer convenes a Church Planters Leadership Forum 
twice per year. Jay Gurnett participated in the Missional 
Church event in August and Gord Martin was part of 
the event in November which focused on learning from 
International Church Planters.

8. Pastor Gatherings 
At eight fall Pastor Gatherings, mostly pastors and some 
elders were encouraged to “keep growing from the inside 
out.” The focus was on being open and honest with those 
with whom we lead. 

9. Moving the Mission 
forward
In November, Mike Stone led pastors from sixteen churches 
as we explored the possibility of a closer partnership 
between them and VMC for the purpose of starting more 
new congregations, communicating praise and prayer 
more meaningfully, and helping churches needing strategic 
assistance. Full update on page 7. 

10. Farsi Christian Ministries
We have been involved with Spirit of Truth Church in Toron-
to since 2008. This Persian congregation is now reaching out 
to Farsi speaking populations in Halifax, Calgary, and Boston! 

THINKING AHEAD // 5 

A N N u A l  r e p o r t

HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS2012 2012 2012 

Photos from 
our conference 

Thinking 
Shrewdly V, 

May 2012 in 
Guelph, Ont.
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vMC Network News
You ARE MY WitNESSES 
Regional Church Leadership Events, March/April/May 2013

We have been hearing good news stories about how churches 
are moving their mission forward. We will be hearing more of 
their stories and learning from them. Others are encountering 
resistance and difficulties.

These half-day sessions will help clarify your mission, how 
context shapes it, and how to evaluate progress.

March 2  Waterloo, Lincoln Rd Gord Martin/Mike Stone
April 6   Peterborough Gord M./Doug Loveday
April 13  Halifax, Grace Chapel Doug Loveday/Mike Stone
April 17  Vancouver, Granville Jay Gurnett/Mike Stone
April 20    London Gord and Doug
April 27  Toronto, Don Valley Gord and Doug
May 2    Edmonton, Mt. Carmel Jay and Wayne Tomalty
May 4    Montreal, Westview Gord and Mike
May 5     Calgary, Bow Valley Jay and Mike

Expect:
 ▶ biblically centred teaching
 ▶ encouraging fellowship
 ▶ application tailored to environment.

Especially for Pastoral Staff, Ministry Leaders, Volunteers, 
Men, Women, Younger, Older

Cost: $15 per person, $20 per couple, or $10 each for groups 
of 7 or more

Pre-register online at: http://vision-ministries.org/calendar.
php or by phone at 519-725-1212 ext. 324.

Chin Leader Returns Home
As many of you know, VMC has been quite involved in 
supporting a network of Chin churches in Canada. A key part 
of the group, a man everyone calls Ceupi (pronounced JP), was 
studying political science at the University of Toronto. Along 
with others, he helped the democratic opposition leaders that 
developed a draft democratic constitution for the Union of 
Myanmar/Burma for the day when the existing military regime 
fell or changed. That day appears to be dawning since April 2012 
when the National League for Democracy and its leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi were elected. After fourteen years of 
being in exile from his country, on December 11th, 
2012 Ceupi returned to Burma with his constitutional 
work in hand! 

Ceupi thanked us for our prayers and said:
I was privileged to be a part of the Chin National 

Front (CNF) peace delegation that had negotiated peace 
with the Burmese government. It was a great opportunity 
for me to see with my own eyes and observe the talk 
between the two parties…I was glad that I witnessed the 
eventual signing of a ceasefire agreement between them 
after three days. 

While in Burma he talked to large audiences about 
democracy. He also had two opportunities to preach. 
His father threw a huge “welcome back” celebration 
for him and invited the whole village! 

www.democracyinburma.org

Chin Christian leader Ceupi Za Ceu Lian (front, second 
from left) recently returned to Burma from Canada to present 
a draft democratic constitution and to help foster increased 
freedom in his homeland. 

Ceupi Za Ceu Lian 
(front) is welcomed 
back to Burma after 

14 years in exile 
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On Friday November 16, 2012, nineteen, mostly young, 
VMC friends from across the country got together to share 
ideas and learn from each other at ForestView Church 

Without Walls in Oakville, ON. The next day the group joined the 
Cultivate Network’s Learning Party.

Through the Cultivate Network (www.cultivatenetwork.com), 
Pernell Goodyear has gathered young church planters together 
for a number of years, to talk about new and evolving forms of 
church. At least annually, they have a day-long Learning Party, a 
kind of “unconference” with “no gurus.” Short presentations by 
the practitioner-participants lead to dialogue, borrowed ideas, new 
relationships, etc. Cultivate and VMC have been cooperating for the 
last few years.

The next face-to-face gathering  for those leading new expressions 
of church will be in conjunction with the Inhabit Conference in 
Seattle, April 19–20, 2013. See www.inhabitconference.com.

Another gathering will probably be held in southern Ontario in 
fall of 2013 alongside the next Cultivate Learning Party. If you want 
to be part of a gathering or to connect in any way, contact Jay Gurnett 
at jay [at] vision-ministries.org. ■

JAY GURNETT

Moving the 
Mission Forward 
is a vision for 

shared mission across 
Canada with a focus on the 
formation of new churches 
(or equivalents) at its core. 
It includes supporting 
healthy outward-focused 
churches, helping plateaued 
churches that have a growing desire to reach out, sharing 
missional stories across the VMC network and a commitment 
to intercede for each other in prayer. The experimental phase of 
the partnership will begin with two dozen congregations.  

Congregations that participated in developing the 
vision more fully included a new community focused on 
incarnational mission in the neighbourhood, two working 
exclusively with visible minorities, and three with multiple 
worship services attended by more than 1,000. Most of these 
groups are rooted in urban centres. This regional, demographic, 
and missional diversity catalyzed rich interaction among the 21 
leaders who gave input during two sessions. 

The conversation is underway, ideas for collaboration are 
percolating and the momentum is picking up! 

timeline

November 19th, 2012
Sixteen leaders gathered in Waterloo to brainstorm about a 

possible national strategy for mission among VMC connected 
churches. Objectives were clarified, stories of local mission 
shared, and tactics for advancing shared purpose discussed. 

December 2012
Draft proposal of a collaborative mission partnership was 

circulated.

February 5th, 2013
During a conference call, 18 pastors from Quebec, 

Ontario, Manitoba, Alberta and British Columbia further 
shaped the partnership. Questions regarding congregational 
representation, decision making, frequency of meetings, 
resource obligations, etc., were addressed.

Early March
Give church leadership teams and elders boards detailed 

proposal to consider.  

Early Summer 
After praying and reviewing the proposal, we hope leaders 

will have a new desire to collaborate on mission and be willing 
to enter into formal agreement with VMC and participating 
congregations.

For more information about what it would mean for your 
congregation to participate, contact Mike Stone at mike.stone 
[at] forestviewchurch.ca. ■

Moving 
the 

Mission 
Forward

MIKE STONE

Leaders of New Faith Expressions 
Share and Learn 

(Left to right) Laurie Leung, Pernell Goodyear and Margie Gurnett 
share ideas at a Cultivate Learning Party held in November 2012 at 
ForestView Church Without Walls.

Bob Cameron from 
Downtown Windsor 
Community Collaborative

Matthew Gibbins from MoveIn talks 
with Joel Zantingh, Regional Minister 
with the Evangelical Missionary 
Church of Canada B
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What is success as a church leader? Can 
we know? Are we called to be faithful 
and leave such questions to God? 

On the other hand, if we don’t consider this question are we being 
faithful? Are we pleasing the Lord? 

Church leaders should be concerned about whether their 
congregation is fulfilling its God-given potential. We know that there 
are many variables. Churches are not all the same. They have gifts 
that differ, they have varying degrees of leadership strength, their 
social environments are different and workings of God are unique to 
every time and place. Even so, aren’t there common features in the 
affirmations of the New Testament (NT) church that all of us can 
aspire to? 

What does the NT say about this? Let’s consider Acts, the 
Epistles, and Revelation.

Signs of power and progress in Acts:
 ▶ Receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
 ▶ Witnesses in Judea, Samaria and to the ends of 

the earth 
 ▶ Filled with the Holy Spirit
 ▶ Speaking in tongues
 ▶ People baptized
 ▶ People added to the church
 ▶ Believers devoted themselves to prayer and 

breaking bread 
 ▶ Many wonders and signs
 ▶ Believers had everything in common
 ▶ Persecution broke out against them 
 ▶ Religious leaders ( Jewish priests) became obedient to the faith 
 ▶ Turning the world upside down

These signs of power and progress are so commonly understood 
and accepted that when there is great blessing in a church or among a 
grouping of churches, someone is certain to exclaim, “It’s just like in 
the book of Acts!” 

Affirmations from the Apostles to the Churches in the Epistles: 
 ▶ Believers’ faith is being reported all over the world
 ▶ Do not lack any spiritual gifts
 ▶ Full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to 

instruct one another
 ▶ Gave as much as were able and even beyond (generosity) 

 ▶ Excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness

 ▶ Apostles pray with joy because of Christians’ partnership in the 
Gospel

 ▶ Faith in Christ Jesus and love for all the saints is well known
 ▶ Gospel is bearing fruit and growing all over the world
 ▶ Believers became imitators of apostles and of the Lord
 ▶ Faith in God has become known everywhere
 ▶ Perseverance and faith in the midst of persecution and trials 

Revelation 2 and 3 contain searching evaluations of seven 
churches. The congregations are encouraged with statements like 
this, “I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance,” 
“You have kept my word and have not denied my name,” and “You 
cannot tolerate wicked men.” They are commended for not “defiling 
their garments,” enduring hardships in the name of Jesus, and for 

remaining true to Christ even in very difficult 
circumstances. Jesus also reminds them, “I know 
your afflictions and your poverty, but you are rich.” 

What can we learn about “church success” from 
these affirmations? All of us could reduce these lists 
to a possible “top ten”—and then spend the next 
few years debating whose list is best. Even now, I 
am tempted!

But, isn’t it true that these attitudes, realities, 
behaviours and outcomes are clearly affirmed? 
Couldn’t these be considered “markers of success”? 

Or if we find the word “success” unacceptable, as if it all depended 
on us and not on God, could we consider them as “true evidences of 
fruitfulness”?

Church leaders should be full of gratefulness, praise and 
satisfaction for all that our Sovereign and Saviour has done and 
entrusted to us. We are a people of praise. On the other hand, we 
should not be passive or satisfied with what has been accomplished 
up to the present time. Our attitudes must be shaped by the vision of 
Jesus who saw the fields as if they were white and ready for harvest. 
We should have a heart like Paul who was in agony that Israel would 
be saved and that he might lead the Gentiles to obey God.

We are not the Saviour or the apostle Paul. But the Lord is our 
Captain and Paul is our missionary hero. Our measures of progress 
or success should reflect what the Scriptures affirm and that which 
echoes the examples of our Lord and the apostles. ■

www.vision-ministries.org
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Can church leaders know if they are succeeding? GORD MARTIN 

This Spring we will 
be offering regional 
leadership events on 
Evaluating Progress 
in Churches. See 
page 6 for details.


