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Statement on Violence/Divorce 

The following is prepared in the light of domestic violence.   Recognizing the authority of God's word we have carefully considered and adopted the following statement about violence within marriage and whether or not divorce is Biblical in such contexts.

What follows is adapted from the book: Frank Reteif  Divorce. Cape Town: Struik Christian Books, 1990. pp 249-276

The problem of domestic violence is receiving increasing media coverage as the abuse of women and children is given the attention it deserves. The horrendous trauma of this crime is cause for great concern, and the complexities, humiliation and pain are great.

To date not much has been written about this difficult subject by Christians.  There are many Christians who need specific help in thinking things through and coming to a decision. However, this is a sensitive subject and it is acknowledged that there are no easy answers.

What does the Bible say?

One of the problems Christians face is that the Bible itself does not appear to make any comment about this sin. Domestic violence, i.e. a husband beating his wife, is referred to in Scripture only once. We will note the oblique reference in Malachi 2:16 later. There are hints that slaves were beaten, but not wives. Why is the Scripture silent on this point?

In his book Hebrew Marriage, David Mace shows how the status of a Hebrew woman was completely bound up with her place in the home. In ancient Semitic nations, there were often two kinds of women in the home: a female slave and the lawful wife. The female slave was treated as the owner's property and may even have been beaten (Exodus 21:20-21). Despite this, she could rise considerably in status (verses 1-11).

The wife, however, was not secured by purchase, as a slave might be, but by negotiation with her parents and the presentation of a compensation-gift. The wife was not a slave or a chattel but a person of status. She had rights and privileges and could appeal to her family for help when these were denied her. Note for instance the intervention of the girl's family in a domestic dispute in Deuteronomy 22:13-19. She usually had her own tent, could possess property and might own servants. Proverbs 31 describes the business enterprises she could undertake, the love and respect she commanded from her family and her devotion to them.

Mace maintains that the only sense in which the wife could be viewed as her husband's property was in regard to her sexuality. This was the exclusive and inviolable property of her husband. The laws relating to the violation of women, adultery and divorce were based on this notion.

The Old Testament therefore recognised the wife as a person of worth. She was her husband's property only in the sense that her sexuality was regarded as part of his inviolable goods. The evil practice of quick divorce that developed in Israel disposed only of the wife's sexuality. Her husband had no right to injure her, have her killed or sell her as he could a slave. She was subject to him, took his name, passed from the authority of her father to that of her husband, honoured him as head of the home and entered into an intimate personal relationship with him, but her husband did not own her.

This has implications for us today. Many husbands excuse their wife beating on the grounds that 'she is my wife'. They imply that she is a possession that they can treat as they please.

In Old Testament times the wife performed three basic functions within the marriage relationship. She was a source of sexual pleasure to her husband, a means of obtaining progeny, but, most importantly, she was his companion. She entered a legal agreement with her husband to play this role, but he in turn had obligations towards her.

In this context it was unthinkable for a wife to be the object of violence. It was not part of ancient biblical thinking or culture. She could be unfairly disposed of as a wife, but if she was so much as slandered against, her husband was punished severely (Deuteronomy 22:13-19).

Family violence was not the norm in Israel although, sinful human nature being what it is, violence must occasionally have taken place. So foreign was it to Hebrew thinking that it was not even mentioned in Israel's legislation.

There is even less to go on in the New Testament. Our Lord rebuked the Pharisees because their unbiblical application of Moses' law pertaining to divorce amounted to abuse, but there is no mention of domestic violence. 

1 Corinthians 7 deals with the reaction of an unbelieving partner who leaves his believing wife 

1 Peter 3 addresses a wife whose unbelieving partner will not listen to the gospel, but violence is not mentioned.

Where, then, do we find biblical guidelines to deal with the problem of violence in the home? What should the Christian response be to this problem? I believe the answer lies in the sixth commandment: 'You Shall not murder' (Exodus

20:13).

In fact in the New Testament violence is attributed to Satan. He is the source of this crime. Jesus called Satan a murderer and a creature of violence from the beginning (John 8:44).

The Ten Commandments operate on the principle of synecdoche. Jesus taught that if the greater sin is forbidden, it follows that lesser related sins are forbidden too (Matthew 5:17-48). Therefore if murder was forbidden, then all forms of injury were also forbidden.

The New Testament confirms the biblical teaching that malice, the mainspring of violence, should not have a foothold in the life of a Christian. It is plain from Matthew 5:21-22 that the sixth commandment covers all forms of violence, hatred and aggression. Paul underscores this:

Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written, 'It is mine to avenge; I will repay,' says the Lord (Romans 12:19).

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you (Ephesians 4:31-32).

John, the apostle of love, brought the same message:

Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him (1 John 3:15).

Hatred, aggression and murder are synonymous in New Testament thinking.

Malachi 2:16 is a clear statement of God's opposition not only to divorce but to family violence, much as we know it today:

'I hate divorce,' says the lord God of Israel, 'and I hate a man's covering himself with violence as well as with his garment,' says the Lord Almighty.

The footnote in the NIV says 'Or his wife'. The verse could therefore read:

'I hate a man's covering his wife with violence as well as with his garment,' says the Lord Almighty.

Covering with a garment is a reference to the sexual act. Thus the verse is a reference to domestic violence followed by sex. Violence breaks the marriage covenant, denounces the vows 'to have and to hold . . . till death parts us' and negates the rules of marriage (Malachi 2:14). A normal marriage cannot exist under these circumstances.

What must a victimised spouse do? There can be only one answer: she must leave. If the guilty partner's behaviour does not change and reconciliation is impossible, she must actively seek a divorce because the marriage has become a mockery. Life and limb are endangered, her dignity and self-worth are being destroyed and the vital element of respect has been lost. There is no longer any basis for the marriage because the covenant conditions have been broken and dishonoured.

A major decision
To say a woman living in these circumstances should leave is one thing; for her actually to do so is another. The mere logistics of leaving may be too much to bear. Where will she go with her children? How will she live without money? What about the children's schooling? These and a myriad other considerations cause battered women to lose heart.

But there is another and more subtle development that prevents a woman from leaving. When a man beats his wife, he is making a statement about her worth, not only by the violent act itself but by the verbal barrage of abuse that often accompanies it. Women are often told that they were the cause of the beating, that they provoked their husbands, that they in fact deserve it. Sadly, many woman come to believe they do in some way deserve it!

Men often become more and more violent as time passes. They react to any little thing that they perceive is a challenge to their authority in the home. Fear becomes an integral part of daily life. If the wife puts up with the violence, it is a tacit acceptance of his evaluation of her as a person. The relationship deteriorates. The man often threatens to throw her out of the house. He may taunt her, saying that he will not give her the children or support her. Her feelings of insecurity and vulnerability increase.

In their study Violence Against Wives, Dobash and Dobash point out that each successive violent episode leaves the woman with less hope and self-esteem. Fear increases and the man becomes accustomed to hitting his wife. He finally ceases to see himself as doing anything wrong. As the situation deteriorates, the woman feels more and more isolated and hopeless.

Once this stage is reached, it is very difficult to leave. I urge you not to accept this lifestyle; do not accept this evaluation of yourself. If you are a Christian, you really do not have the right to live in this situation because it is a caricature of marriage and relationships. For one partner to drag the marriage covenant down into the dust in this way is entirely wrong and must be resisted.

Support
Support from outside sources is very important. The experience of most people today is that neighbours and friends seldom get involved when family violence is being perpetrated. However, it was not always so. Case histories exist of communities so disapproving of the wife-beater that he had to move to escape public contempt.

Unfortunately now the community seldom gets involved. Instead they call the police. In other words, it is no longer a community problem but has become a state problem.

It is satisfying to notice that the courts are now becoming far more active in cases of domestic violence. The new culture of personal rights has at least had the effect of the law taking the abuse of women and children more seriously. Although we could all quote examples of terrible family violence, I want to draw your attention to one such case because the argument for the defence in this case made a surprising assessment of the value of the wife and children.

The man accused was found guilty of the most horrendous abuse which included sodomising his wife on the kitchen table, bashing her head against the wall, hitting her and threatening to hang her up and beat her with a spade. On the same day he tied a dog leash around her neck and forced her to crawl around the house and eat dog food. When he was sentenced to eleven years' imprisonment, his lawyer argued in mitigation that he was high on drugs, got into a domestic quarrel and was 'not a danger to society'!

The assessment of his lawyer was that his wife and children were not 'society'. This unfortunately has been the case all too often in the past. If the man had been arrested for assaulting a woman on the street, he would be summarily dealt with by the courts. He has no right to assault another human being. But the reluctance of the authorities in the past to take action in cases of the woman being assaulted by her husband in her home has at its root the same idea as the defence lawyer quoted above. Outside the home, she is protected by law but somehow inside the home she ceases to be a normal citizen and becomes a 'wife' which by implication means a possession and therefore fair game for assault. Likewise, if her husband had to assault another woman, he would be considered a criminal. But because she is his wife, his actions are not considered criminal but domestic.

The sad thing is that many Christians who should be enlightened and thinking people are unable to see the wood for the trees when it comes to domestic violence. I have had to deal with terrible cases of domestic violence where in seeking spiritual guidance, the battered wife who is a Christian has been told to go back into that very situation of danger and emotional destruction and 'submit'. In doing so, she is told, God will bless her and vindicate her. Yet if she was assaulted at a bus stop by a stranger, those same friends would in all likelihood encourage her to lay a charge.

Fortunately the judge in the case referred to above said, in sentencing the husband:

You had absolutely no respect for your wife's bodily integrity. This was degradation in the highest degree. It is shocking and horrifying that a grown-up man can treat his own wife like this (Argus, 11 August 1994).

I understand how hopeless and demotivated women can become in these circumstances. Sometimes it seems better to live in such a way that they negotiate minimum violence levels rather than face the seemingly impossible task of leaving and starting a new life for themselves.

But I repeat, with understanding and compassion, that it is essential to leave. It is indeed a major decision.

Leaving and returning
Why do women put up with violence? Why don't they leave? The answer is that many do leave— but often not with the intention of this being permanent. All sorts of dynamics come into play in a sad situation of domestic violence.

Promises
Dobash and Dobash make the following comment:

As has been noted already, the woman initially believes that the violence will not continue and that her husband will reform. At this point she may go to her parents' house for a few hours or a few days in order to emphasise her objections to such treatment and to try to hasten what she believes will be the process of reform by letting her husband see what it would be like without her presence, her affection, her domestic work, and, in many cases, her financial support or contributions. The intention is not to leave the relationship permanently but to try to gain some form of redress and to change the relationship by removing the violence from it. At this very early stage the sequence of events is almost always the same: the woman's husband goes after her, apologises for hitting her, acknowledges the error of his ways, promises that it will never happen again, reaffirms his affection for her, and pleads with her to come home.

Women often return to their violent homes because they believe their husbands' promises. But unless the problems have been permanently resolved, the reconciliation will be superficial and meaningless. Women do not need promises but an inner power or dynamic to bring about change. We will talk about this dynamic later.   

Children
Promises are not the only thing that induce women to return to violent homes. Often women stay for the sake of the children. They believe that the children need their father and must not be traumatised by a broken home. While it is true that children need their fathers, they do not need to live with fathers who abuse their mother. The yeoman, however, feels responsible for the children because their physical care rests almost exclusively with her.

They also fear the possibility of violence spilling over to the children. Ironically, most women will draw a line at this point and make some plan to leave with the children. In fact, sometimes the fear of the children learning violence from their own fathers plays a major role m helping battered women to leave. On the other hand, if there is no way they can care adequately for the children's material needs by themselves, women may feel trapped and unable to leave.

No excuse
Let me say at this point that there is never any excuse for violence of this nature in a Christian home. A man who claims to be a Christian and yet freely abuses his family either verbally or physically is an utter contradiction in terms. It cannot be. Christians are meant to be Christ-like in all their dealings with each other. I know that we aren't perfect. We all make mistakes and often say things we regret. But for a Christian to be guilty of abuse in the home goes way beyond 'making mistakes'. It is downright sinful and evil. Any person who claims to be a follower of Jesus and yet is able to perpetrate violence is deluded.

I am aware of how sensitive this issue is. I have no wish to see families broken by divorce. But neither do I wish to see the devastation brought about by meaningless reconciliation and the secret covering up of violence. The tensions, anxieties and depressions that follow present the children with a terrible model of marriage.

Someone has to take action. No one can tell you exactly what to do. I certainly do not have all the answers. Some victims will have more options than others, but the situation should not be allowed to continue.

Taking action
For a woman caught up in these circumstances the problem of fear arises at this point—fear .of the physical consequences of leaving and fear of the unknown. Where must she go? How will she cope financially? What will she do? Friends and the police are reluctant to get involved and the woman is often left defenceless. Let us look at practical ways of dealing with this situation.

Decide against violence
Firstly, make a mental decision, an act of the will, that you will no longer live with violence. This may be a very difficult bridge to cross but you must do it. Violence is wrong. It is doubly wrong if the children become part of the abuse. Their only hope lies with you. You must pray for God's help, then explore every avenue to get intervention in the home. Do not put up with it. You must move out.

Biblical action
Secondly, remember that by moving out, you are not doing anything unbiblical. Many Christians caught up in family violence are reluctant to make the move because they feel they are dishonouring the marriage vows they made to God. You must remember that marriage before God and vows exchanged in His presence do not entail violence. That is not what 'for better or for worse' means. 'For better or for worse' refers to the ordinary ups and downs of life—not ongoing destructive abuse.

It is possible for marriage vows to be broken in more ways the   " " It is not only marital unfaithfulness that breaks the vows but also the failure to love and cherish. Read again my comments in the earlier part of this chapter about the sixth commandment. No one has the right to injure you—not even your husband. It is a flagrant breach of the marriage vows.

Promises
Thirdly, do not give in to promises. If you do move out, your husband will in all likelihood make all sorts of promises to get you back. You simply must not believe him. You need to know that once a cycle of violence has begun in the home, it is not likely to stop of its own accord. Something happens to the relationship once a physical blow has been struck. The guilty partner must get counselling help. There must be genuine repentance. No matter how much you love him or the children ;    for him, you must not go back simply on the basis of his promises.

'But you are my wife'
Fourthly, do not give in to the argument 'But you are my wife'. No matter what has transpired, remember that you do not own each other. He does not own you. For Christians marriage is a voluntary act based on trust and the goodwill of your partner. He does not own your mind, your opinions or your convictions. The only thing that he can lay exclusive claim to is your sexuality. But even that is forfeited if he doesn't keep his vows to love and cherish you.

If the relationship is normal, you will want to support your partner in all things and be part of all that happens in his life, and he in yours. But when there is violence, the marriage is not normal. To forgive too easily, to overlook it quickly, to trivialise it or play it down is to make a big mistake. You are indeed his wife—a treasured and precious possession. But only God owns you totally (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Do not be bullied into thinking otherwise.

Separation
Fifthly, remember that by leaving you are not necessarily ending the marriage. You are making a very important statement. You are saying: 'I refuse to live like this any longer.' You are sending him a clear signal that a line has been crossed which you will not tolerate.

The sooner you do it, the better. The longer you leave it, the more difficult and complicated it becomes. If you are newly married and your husband has been abusive, do not make the mistake of thinking that becoming pregnant will, in some way, save your marriage. It may work for a short while but will not solve the problem. Rather, the first time he is ever violent with you— leave. Draw the line early in your marriage. That means that there is a better chance of working things out.

Leaving means that your husband has to assess whether he really wants you or not. Do not be conned into feeling sorry for him when he presents himself as the aggrieved party, the miserable skunk who has wrecked your life but cannot live without you, or by his suicide threats. These are all old ploys, designed to melt your opposition or panic you into coming back. Don't, do it.

Instead, calmly and quietly insist on counselling. Inform him that you will not go back on his conditions. You must lay down the conditions. These should include at least two things. Firstly, he should submit himself to biblical confrontation and counselling, and secondly, there should be a break of some time for him to establish a spiritual track record.

If you do go back and violence recurs, leave permanently. You are wasting your time. Leave him for God to deal with and make a new life for yourself. Remember that your leaving is not primarily in order to divorce but rather to give your marriage a chance by taking a stand against what is wrong.

Seek help

Sixthly, sometimes a violent man will follow you with his violence, no matter where you go. I have no answer for every situation but I want to stress as strongly as I can that, if these are your circumstances, you must get help to restrain him. You will need to fight a great deal of fear, but wife and children beaters are bullies and need to be bullied back—not in revenge, but rather through the channels the law gives you. You must find a way to stand up to him.

This was graphically illustrated by a woman interviewed by a news reporter doing a story on wife battering. She told of horrific beatings of her and her children with little sympathy from the community where she lived. She tried on numerous occasions to escape. This is what she said:

After moving house more than five times in a bid to stop John finding out where she lived, Elizabeth decided to stop running and fight back.

I had to stop moving around for my children's sake. They attended three different schools in one year.

'Both of them told me that if their father turned up again they would protect me. They said they weren't scared of him any more and that's when I realised I shouldn't be scared either.'

When John appeared on her dooorstep three months ago, Elizabeth confronted him and told him she refused to bear the brunt of his frustrations any longer.

'He got such a big fright, he didn't know what to say. My sons also told him that they wouldn't let him hit me any more.

'He's such a big bully. He just turned around and left and we've never seen him again.

'I should have realised long ago that all I had to do was tell him that I wouldn't let him hit me again.'

(Weekend Argus, 13 June 1987)

• If you have family or friends who are willing to take you in, grasp the opportunity. Those close to you may not want to be involved with your marital strife and may be reluctant to shelter you, but if you are fortunate enough to have a place to go, use it.

• Do not hesitate to lay a criminal charge of assault against your husband if necessary. You may feel guilty about it, but everybody's hands are tied, especially the police, unless you do. Violent men do not believe that their wives will take action and are often shocked when they do. Wives are sometimes intimidated by their partners' threats to kill themselves and their children. Only by laying a charge will you prove to your husband that you are serious about resisting his violent behaviour.

• Ask for protection from the police. See a lawyer immediately and get a court order to stop your husband from seeing you or the children until a divorce settlement has been reached. The police can only act on a court order.

• Changes are taking place all over the world today in the laws affecting family abuse. Find out, if you can, what these changes are.

• Try to find a safe place. It may not be the ideal place, but put up with it until the crisis is over. In this regard, try to establish which would be the best organisation to contact in your town. Keep their local telephone number handy. 

Fortunately this type of extreme violence is not   ' everybody's experience. Extreme cases need  extreme action. But in the more frequent cases of violence, a wife needs to take a stand as quickly and as effectively as possible.

I remind you again that you are not breaking any biblical rules by taking action. On the contrary, by remaining in the situation and exposing yourself and your children to an ongoing situation of violence, you could in fact be doing more spiritual harm than good. Remember that Scripture tells us: If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone' (Romans 12:18).

God's desire is for us to live at peace with everyone—including our spouses. However, because we are fallen and sinful, it is inevitable that there will be conflict. Our Lord has given us rules for resolving conflict, but if everything fails, what do we do? What if the conflict turns to violence?

Remove yourself to a place where you can live at peace. Paul says, 'as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone'. Have you done all you could, have you tried, pleaded, prayed—gone the second mile? Then you can do no more. You can only do what is possible, not what is impossible. You are free to leave. In fact, you must leave. As I have already indicated, as a Christian woman you have no right to remain in a wicked, demeaning situation.

Ignore the advice of well-meaning friends and family who, in their ignorance of Bible teaching, will tell you to pray, submit and keep the family together. Although this is important. God's law is more important: 'You shall not commit murder.'

Domestic violence not only breaks this commandment in its most basic form, but many other things are 'murdered' too. Your self-image and self-respect, your Christian witness, the children's view of marriage, their emotional well-being and the right to grow up in safety and peace are all affected. Think of these things and ask God to guide you in planning your withdrawal from the home.

Withdrawing from a violent home can be the only immediate Christian response. I know that all victims do not experience the same kind of violence and fear, but it is my conviction that a Christian should not tolerate violence in the home.

Don't give in to fear
Seventhly, your withdrawal from your home and the subsequent threat of a total marriage breakup can have a devastating emotional effect on you and the children. As a result there may be the temptation to give in to panic. This very panic has often driven women and children back again into a home of violence and terror because the fear of the familiar sometimes outweighs the fear of the unknown. But don't give in to fear.

You may be really frightened and anxious of the financial consequences of leaving. But before going back into the violent situation you need to sit down with a pastor, counsellor or trusted friend and begin to plan your life. While the reconciliation process is being investigated or divorce proceedings are instigated, you must fight the temptation to become depressed or demotivated. You need friends and support.

One of the things you will need to do is to get back into the workplace. This alone may present many problems. You may have small children to care for and provision will have to be made for them. You may not have any job skills or your training may be out of date. If you do find a job and your estranged husband is not assisting you financially, you may find it very difficult to make ends meet. On the other hand you may have to depend on the kindness of family and friends for a while until you get yourself sorted out.

Summary
All these things may present themselves as difficulties and discouragements. But don't give up. Try to get a job, try to get your family organised, try to improve your skills. Don't simply sit back and sink into despair.

When your husband sees that you mean business and are surrounded by supportive friends, he will usually back off. At the same time, I know only too well how unpredictable human nature can be. You may be constantly harassed by him. If you are caught up in this situation, make sure that you have legal and police protection, and the backing of as many friends as possible. You should have a support group praying for you.

God is great and merciful. He is not unmindful of your needs. He knows your fears, anxieties, financial hardship and emotional stress. He looks with love and pity on your children. It is not beyond His power to care for all of you. Nor is it outside His power to do something new in your husband's heart.

I said earlier that what is needed is a new inner dynamic. That dynamic is the new birth, the new nature. Once your partner has the new nature which God imparts to all who come to Christ, all change is possible. For all who come to Christ, there is the wonderful experience of being indwelt by the Holy Spirit. He brings the very power of God into our hearts—and even the hardest of hearts can be transformed by His grace.

These are the things that you and your friends should be praying for while you are adapting to a new set of circumstances. Do not fear. Remember God. Remember His power. Remember His promises. Here is one you can cling to by faith:

But now, this is what the Lord says—

he who created you, 0 Jacob,

he who formed you, 0 Israel:

Tear not, for I have redeemed you;

I have summoned you by name; you are mine.

When you pass through the waters,

I will be with you;

and when you pass through the rivers,

they will not sweep over you. 

When you walk through the fire,

you will not be burned;

the flames will not set you ablaze.'

(Isaiah 43:1-2)"

Selected Biblical passages where violence is mentioned 

Gen. 6:11  Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence.

Gen. 6:13 So God said to Noah,  “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.

Psa. 7:9 O righteous God, who searches minds and hearts, bring to an end the violence of the wicked and make the righteous secure. 

Psa. 7:16 The trouble he causes recoils on himself; his violence comes down on his own head. 

Psa. 11:5 The LORD examines the righteous, but the wicked and those who love violence his soul hates.

Prov. 10:6 Blessings crown the head of the righteous, but violence overwhelms the mouth of the wicked.

Prov. 10:11 The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but violence overwhelms the mouth of the wicked.

Prov. 13:2 From the fruit of his lips a man enjoys good things, but the unfaithful have a craving for violence. 

Is. 53:9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

Jer. 22:3 This is what the LORD says: Do what is just and right. Rescue from the hand of his oppressor the one who has been robbed. Do no wrong or violence to the alien, the fatherless or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place. [this of course includes a wife]

Ezek. 8:17 ¶ He said to me,  “Have you seen this, son of man? Is it a trivial matter for the house of Judah to do the detestable things they are doing here? Must they also fill the land with violence and continually provoke me to anger? Look at them putting the branch to their nose! 

Ezek. 12:19 Say to the people of the land:  ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says about those living in Jerusalem and in the land of Israel: They will eat their food in anxiety and drink their water in despair, for their land will be stripped of everything in it because of the violence of all who live there.

Ezek. 28:16 Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.

Ezek. 45:9 ¶ “‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: You have gone far enough, O princes of Israel! Give up your violence and oppression and do what is just and right. Stop dispossessing my people, declares the Sovereign LORD. 

Hos. 12:1 ¶ Ephraim feeds on the wind; he pursues the east wind all day and multiplies lies and violence.

Obad. 10 Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, you will be covered with shame; you will be destroyed forever. 

Jonah 3:8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 

Hab. 1:3 Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abound.
� Verse 16 presents some difficulties. The Hebrew is quite clipped, and several words must be supplied by any translation to make readable English. Hence the NIV margin suggests the reading “his wife” instead of “himself,” but neither is in the Hebrew text. Whether God is speaking of two distinct sins here is not clear. It may be that the divorce and the violence are the same thing. A man can, as Malachi strikingly suggested, wear violence like a garment.






