CGCC  Statement  Of  Faith

Section 1.  The Bible
We believe the sixty-six books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God, without error in the original writings.  The Bible is the full and complete revelation of God's will for individuals and their salvation.  The Bible is the supreme and final authority in all matters of christian faith and practice.  We teach the grammatical-historical, literal interpretation of Scripture.  (II Tim 3:15-17; II Pet. 1:20-21; Jude 3).

Section 2  The Godhead
We believe in one God, Creator of all things, infinitely perfect, eternally existing in three Persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Deut. 6:4; Gen 1:1; Psalm 90:2; II Cor. 13:14; Matt. 28:18-19).

Section 3  The Person and Work of Christ
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is God and a true man, having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  Jesus lived a sinless life on earth, died on the cross as the perfect sacrifice for our sins, was buried, and rose bodily from the dead.  Further, He ascended into heaven, where, at the right hand of the Majesty on High, He is now our High Priest and Advocate (Luke 1:37; John 1:1, 14, 18; Acts 1:9-11; 4:10-12; Rom. 1:4; 3:24-25; 5:8-10; 8:34; I Cor. 15:3-4; Eph. 1:7; I Tim. 2:5; Heb. 1:3; 4:14-16; 6:19-20; 7:24-25; 9:24; I John 2:1-2).

Section 4 The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit
We believe that the Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son.  His ministry is to glorify Christ, convict people of sin, righteousness and judgement, regenerate the believing sinner, and at the point of conversion, baptize those who believe into the body of Christ.  The Holy Spirit then indwells, guides, instructs, sovereignly gifts christians for the common good of the church and empowers them for godly living (John 14:16-17; 16:7-15; Acts 5:3-4; Romans 8:8; I Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 12:7, 11-13, 18; II Cor. 13:14; Gal. 5:22-23;  Eph. 1:13-14; 5:18).

Section 5  Angels, Fallen & Unfallen
We believe that God created spirit beings known as Angels.  We believe the Bible teaches that Satan is a personal angelic being, the highest of all angelic creatures.  Satan sinned through pride and with him other angels known also as demons joined Satan’s rebellion against God.  Satan through his revolt became the author of sin and the cause of the fall of mankind.  Satan is the open and declared enemy of God and mankind and he shall be eternally punished in the Lake of Fire (Gen 3:1-19; Isa 14:12-17; Ezk 28:11-19; Matt 4:2-11; 25:41; II Pet 2:4; Jude 6; Rev 20:10).

Section 6  Creation, Fall, and Salvation of Mankind
We believe that humankind was created in the image and likeness of God.  The first man Adam fell into sin and as a consequence every person is spiritually lost or dead.  The shed blood of Christ and His resurrection provide the only means of Eternal Salvation which is a free gift of God.  Only through repentance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour can an individual be forgiven, regenerated or born anew by the Holy Spirit and thus become an eternal child of God (Gen. 1:25-27; Matt. 26:28; Luke 24:47; John 3:16-18, 36; 5:24; 10:27-29; Acts 10:43; Rom. 5:12, 17; Eph. 1:7-8; 2:8-9; Tit. 3:4-7; I Pet. 1:3-5).

Section 7  Believer's Baptism
We believe that believer's baptism by immersion is one of two ordinances commanded by Christ of each individual christian.  Believer's baptism is to follow personal repentance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.  Such baptism is an acted parable of a christian's death, burial and resurrection with Christ.  It is an outward sign of an inward divine work (Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 8:12, 35-39; 16:31-33; Rom. 6:3-4; 10:9-10; Col. 2:12; I Pet. 3:21).

Section 8  The Lord' Supper
We believe the second ordinance to be observed by the Church is the Lord's Supper also called in the Bible, the Breaking of Bread, or the Communion.  Like Baptism, the Lord's Supper is not to be regarded as a means of salvation.  Rather, communion is a time of worship, a celebration of the redemptive activity of God through Christ, it is a remembrance of Christ, a proclamation of His death, a meal anticipating the Return of Christ (Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:15-20; Acts 2:42; 20:7; I Cor. 10:16-17; 11:17-33).

Section 9  The Universal and Local Church
We believe the true universal Church is a spiritual entity composed of all individuals who have genuinely repented of their sin, who through saving faith in Jesus Christ have been forgiven, regenerated by the Holy Spirit, and are united together in the Body of Christ of which Christ is Head.  We believe that only those who are thus members of the true Church shall be eligible for membership in the local church.

We believe God has called individual christians to met together as a local, autonomous congregation.  These local churches are to be bases of evangelistic outreach, submit to Christ as Lord and Head of the Church, be guided by a recognized group of elders, acknowledge a gifted ministry and the “people gifts” to the church of evangelists, teachers , pastors; baptize converts; join together for:  prayer, worship, teaching, exhortation, fellowship, and the breaking of bread; take up offerings in order to support those who minister the Word of God, preach the Gospel, have financial needs or send relief to christians with special needs (Eph 1:22-23; I Cor 12:12-14; Acts 2:42-47; 11:27-30; 12:45; 20:7,17-38; I Cor 8:1-14; 12:1-28; II Cor 8:1-9:15; Rom 12:1-16; Eph 4:11-16; Phil 1:1; 4:15-18; Tit 1:5).

Section 10  The Second Coming of Christ
We believe in the personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ to take all christians to be with Himself forever, this coming is to be expected at any time.  We believe in literal reign of Christ for 1000 years (Dan 9:27; John 14:1-3; I Cor 15:51-52; Phil 3:20; I Thes 4:13-18 Rev 6:1-19:21; 20:1-3).

Section 11  The Resurrection of the Just and the Unjust
We believe at death the soul/spirit of a christian goes to be with Christ and the soul/spirit of a non-christian to hades.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the dead:  of the believer to everlasting blessedness and joy with the Lord Jesus Christ;  of the unbeliever to judgement and everlasting conscious punishment in the Lake of Fire (Luke 16:19-31; John 5:28-29; I Cor 15:12-58; II Cor 5:8-10; Phil 1:23; Rev 20:11-15).

