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‘My nation
needs Jesus!’
God Answers Prayer for Iranian
Pastor in Calgary
SANDRA REIMER

“G

od, bring a pastor. Iranians
have no church in Alberta...
We need to have a church in
[our language],” Lydia* prayed. She had
been crying out to God on behalf of her
people for more than ten years. But still
there was no one to lead a church for
them in Calgary.
As a child and teen, Lydia was a
dedicated follower of Islam. When war
started in Iran, she was ready to die for
her faith and volunteered for the army.
Later she became disillusioned and left
her country, arriving in Canada in 1990.
After a twelve-year search for the
truth, out of the blue Lydia was directed
by a homeless man to a church. While
attending a prayer meeting, Jesus
dramatically revealed Himself to her
as the one true God. Lydia became
passionate for Jesus and hungry to learn
about her new faith. “I gave my whole
life to Him,” she says.
A natural leader from childhood on,
Lydia trained in hotel management and
later worked as a bank manager. After
becoming a believer, she took Christian
leadership training. God blessed Lydia’s
ministry as she reached out to Iranians
and other new Canadians. She was a
popular speaker at women’s retreats.
Lydia also spoke at churches in a European country and started an outreach
there. Family members living in the

country continue the ministry. God
used Lydia so incredibly that the European media even did a story on her.
Many came to Christ through
Lydia’s ministry in Canada and
Europe and she helped to disciple new
believers. “I was a member of a healing
team that was open to the public every
Thursday, like a walk-in clinic,” says
Lydia. God used her to miraculously
heal several people in Calgary including
a gravely ill baby, a blind man, and a
woman who was barren. “I am nobody
and I have no power. I can’t do anything
without His power,” says Lydia.
After considering moving to Europe,
God directed Lydia to attend a Bible
College in Alberta where she met her
Canadian-born husband, Paul.*
One year ago, when Lydia was again
weeping in intercession for her people,
she asked God, “Are you calling us to
plant an Iranian church in Calgary?”
As she walked out of the prayer
meeting, tears still fresh in her eyes,
her cell phone rang. It was someone
from Vision Ministries Canada. The
VMC staff member affirmed Lydia’s
call to plant a church and offered her
assistance. She wept again, but this time
with tears of joy. God had been faithful
to bring a leader for her people! “I was
not looking for this. God has called me.
I am 100% obedient.”

*Names changed for safety
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Today, a group of 30 or 40 believers, led
by Lydia and Paul, meets in a rented building
shared with three other churches. The group
is waiting for their charitable status from
the federal government before making the
ministry known in Calgary and across the
province. “My nation really needs Jesus. The
people are in spiritual darkness.”
Paul and Lydia want to train Iranian
leaders so they can reach out to others. “Our
aim is that there would be no Iranian left in
Canada who has not heard about the King of
Kings and what He has done for them on the
cross.” ■

Why Charitable Status is Important
Though there are many house
churches for Iranians in Alberta,
there is no church worshipping in the
Farsi language that is recognized by
the Canadian government and has
charitable status. This is important to
Iranian citizens because many have
been deceived by people in their
own country and want to make sure
they are part of a trusted, sanctioned
congregation.

How We Can Pray for Lydia & Paul
▶▶ for charitable status for the church
plant
▶▶ God would protect Lydia and Paul
and their young son as they reach
out to Muslims
▶▶ the Lord would bring Iranian
leaders to be trained and spread out
across the country to reach people
from this language group in every
major city in Canada
▶▶ many Muslims would respond to
Christ through this ministry

Gorrie Bible Fellowship:

Being Available in the Community

“W

e get to see the harvest in our
small, farming community,” says
Gorrie Bible Fellowship (GBF)
Pastor Gary Goodkey. “In my seven years,
Gorrie has had a few adult conversions
and a number of new families have joined
us—about ten families in the last two years
alone.”
GBF began meeting in 1985 as a
daughter church of Wingham Bible Chapel
in Ontario. Today the church has more than
65 families—125 adults plus 100 youth and
children.
To show Christ’s love to their
community, GBF organizes a Moms
and Tots program, purchases and serves
snacks twice a month at the local public
school, and hosts a mid-week kids’ club at
the same school. GBF also partners with
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passion to reach out. God is also working
among the youth. Dedicated lay leaders
disciple the teens with intensive Bible
teaching. Some of the teens are also being
mentored as leaders in the youth ministry.
“Our youth group draws teens from other
churches in our area and continues to
grow with well over 50 young people
attending most weeks,” says Gary. Many of
the youth have participated in short-term
mission trips and served at summer camps,
while others have relocated to poor urban
neighbourhoods through MoveIn. A few
years ago, some young people started a teen
drop-in centre in Gorrie. This summer, two
young people organized a “Walk for Water”
to raise money for a well in Africa through
Compassion.
As an independent church, Gorrie Bible
Fellowship (GBF) has benefitted
from VMC’s national Thinking
Shrewdly conferences and enjoyed
having Gord Martin, along with
other VMC staff members, as guest
speakers. Gord Martin has helped
GBF brainstorm ways to reach the
community. Gary says, “When I
meet with Gord, I take a notebook.
Gord takes a genuine interest and
his experience allows him to share
Gorrie Bible Fellowship hosted a
many insights and ideas.” ■
community barbeque in September.
gbfchurch.net
Hockey great Paul Henderson (above)
scentyouth.com
shared career memories and his
www.movein.to
testimony at the event.

another local evangelical church to organize
“Church in the Park” events in Gorrie and
nearby Fordwich.
Since Spring 2013, Pastor Gary has
worked with local firefighters as a chaplain.
He participates in training and is available
for calls should a tragedy occur. His goal
is to forge friendships with the firefighters.
“Being available is the first step,” says Gary.
Over the years, some firefighters have even
attended Sunday morning services.
On September 7th, GBF hosted its
fourth annual Community barbeque—a pig
roast entirely funded by the church, with
donations accepted for local causes. Hockey
legend Paul Henderson shared career
memories and his testimony of faith in
Christ with 600 folks from the community!
It’s not just the adults at GBF that have a
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During a time of transition between lead pastors, Elmvale Community Church continued
to reach out and try new things including hosting a well-attended classic rock concert.

Elmvale Community Church:

Successful Transition

SANDRA REIMER

“O

ff the Pew, Giving Hope,”
reads the Elmvale Community
Church sign. “I fell in love
with their sign,” says retired CEO Noel
Churchman, who volunteered as interim
pastor at Elmvale from January to
October, 2012. He was excited that this
small congregation meeting in the village
of Elmvale just outside Barrie, Ontario
wanted to reach their community.
Vision Ministries Canada connected
Noel with the church at their request.
He came alongside the elders as they
walked through a time of transition and
preparation for their next leader. Noel
preached for the ten months he was at
Elmvale and also encouraged the elders,
whom he says “kept their hands on the
reins.”
Noel helped them in practical ways
including reducing their two or three
multi-hour elders’ meetings per month to
one two-hour monthly meeting. He also
worked with them as they drafted a job
description for their new leader. “I helped

them to stop spinning their wheels and
to get down to what they needed to focus
on,” says Noel.
Elmvale did not stop reaching out
to the community while they worked
through the hiring of a new pastor. The
church hosted a classic rock concert put
on by a band from Stratford in the fall
of 2012. Carefully chosen songs were
interspersed with Scripture verses and
a short video testimony by famous rock
musician Alice Cooper was shown.
Fifteen minutes before the event,
there were 12 people in the audience.
Noel remembers praying, “Lord, please.
They’ve put everything into this concert.
Show them.” When he went back out to
the performance hall, people were lined
up out the doors! About 200 people from
the community attended. As a result of
the event, the church has formed lasting
relationships with several people.
To the congregation’s delight, Stephen
Weenink joined Elmvale as pastor in
November 2012. ■
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Welcome
NETWORK REGIONS
Victoria, BC
Don Crawford, Elder at Lambrick Park
Church
Vancouver, BC
Paul Williams, Associate Pastor of Growth
and Discipleship at Granville Chapel

VMC
Regional
Representatives
and
Affinity Network
Leaders

Alberta (North)
Wayne Tomalty, President at Mount
Carmel Bible School, Edmonton, AB
Alberta (South)
Keith Shields, Pastor at Bow Valley
Christian Church, Calgary, AB
Allan Burney, Pastor at Millarville
Community Church, Millarville, AB
Winnipeg, MB
Brian Larmour, former Pastor at
Charleswood Community Church
London, ON
David Cottrill, Director of Community
Outreach at North Park Community
Church and pastor at Mosaic Church
Kitchener/Waterloo/Guelph, ON
Mike Zenker, Pastor at Hope Fellowship
in Waterloo, ON

Each of these representatives
and leaders has agreed to
assist VMC in communicating
more effectively with the VMC
network. As they converse with
church leaders and pastors,
they’ll be able to discern current
thinking and needs, as well
as facilitate VMC leadership
training and/or teaching events
in their specific region or among
their language group.

Halifax, NS
Doug Loveday, VMC’s Pastor to Pastors
among churches in Atlantic Canada

Ming-Peng Gong
Pastor at Toronto China Bible Church,
and a leader of the Chinese Church
network
Indy Cungcin
Pastor at City Church, Winnipeg MB,
and a leader of the CHIN Christian
Fellowship in Canada, a network of
Burmese Churches
Yonatan Hiruy
Pastor at Mount Zion Worship Centre,
Toronto, ON and a leader of Tigrinyaspeaking churches, connecting with
East African church planters in Toronto,
across Canada and in the USA.
Siamak Shafti-Keramat
Pastor of Spirit of Truth Church, Toronto,
ON and a leader among other Persian
and Farsi-speaking churches across
Canada.
Amani Katanga
Pastor of Viens et Vois la Cité des
Merveilles, Toronto, ON and a leader
among the Congolese and other
French-speaking African churches.

Barrie/Orillia, ON
Chris Atkinson, Pastor at Pinewoods
Chapel, Angus, ON
Peterborough, ON
Steve Brethour, Lead Pastor at The Bridge
Community Church, Bancroft, ON
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Quebec (French speaking)
Guy Bourassa, Pastor at Assemblée
Chrétienne de Shawinigan in Quebec

AFFINITY NETWORK LEADERS

Toronto, ON
Matt Craig, Lead Pastor at Don Valley
Bible Chapel, Toronto, ON

Quebec (English speaking)
Jeff Simunic, Pastor of Ministries and
Community Engagement at Westview
Bible Church, Montreal, QC

Network Regions continued
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Rob Heintz
Chaplain working in the community of
Cambridge, ON, as well as with other
chaplains in the VMC network.

This Burundian church is constructing a larger
facility beside their old building (foreground)
but needs help to finish it.

Church Buildings in Africa?
Gord Martin

W

hen we connected with church
leaders from Kenya and Burundi
at international Brethren
conferences in 2007 and 2011, they insisted
that they needed help with leadership
development and church buildings. I didn’t
understand—church buildings?!
Then on trips to Africa with VMC
teaching teams we saw that many people
live in slums or in modest housing.
Believers often meet in very inadequate
places. It’s not like in Canada, where we
have schools, hotels, community centres
and lots of empty churches.
Now we understand that well-built,

good-sized church buildings will not only
house believers as they worship, they will
become focal points in communities. The
churches could be used as schools and for
many other ministry purposes.
This summer we entered into two-year
agreements with a network of churches
in both Kenya and Burundi to provide
additional leadership training and—God
willing—$150,000 per year for two years
toward building projects. We are in the
process of identifying and approving the
building projects.
Churches in Burundi and Kenya will
provide prayer, vision, leadership, labour,

and some funds. We are inviting VMC
related churches to fund these projects in
the amounts of $5,000, $10,000 or $15,000.
A preliminary letter has gone out to 97
churches. When projects are approved we
will invite churches and others to partner in
this building program.
Our friend and leader of the Burundi
churches writes:
Praise the Lord!… We explained the
VMC/CEEM agreement... Everyone was
really really REALLY happy and uplifted that
finally we have REAL partners. This is the first
of its kind and I believe that it will bear fruit
and much fruits. ■

Continued from back

Removing people from the wrong places
This is hard to do. People should be removed from ministry roles
when they:
▶▶ hinder the mission
▶▶ disrupt unity
▶▶ are in “over their heads”
▶▶ mislead people
▶▶ are immoral or close to it
The people who appointed them, or those presently in charge,

are responsible for removing them. Too often we turn a blind eye
to problem leadership situations because we are afraid to address
the people involved or fear the possible outcomes. Enlist the help
of more experienced leaders from outside the congregation if
necessary.
Does the Bible say enough to help us choose good leaders?
Definitely! But it doesn’t say it in such a way that we don’t have to
continue to be stretched in faith, wisdom, and the obedience of
faith. ■
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VMC Network News
Right People/Right Places Workshop

Sneak Peek at Thinking Shrewdly VI

Fall 2013 Regional Pastor/Church Leader/Elder Gatherings
Do you ever get the feeling that’s something’s not quite working
with your ministry team? This workshop will equip you with tools
to discern the right people for the right positions. Also, learn how to
determine when and how to move someone from the wrong role.
VMC Workshop with Sam Watts (Westview Bible Church) and
Peak Performance (Montreal) along with Gord Martin, Jay Gurnett,
Doug Loveday.
To be held in major cities across Canada, October and November,
2013.
Details and registration at www.vision-ministries.org.

May 1-2, 2014 at Lakeside Church in Guelph, ON

MOMENTUM: Start, Build, Sustain
Church Planting Congress
November 19–21, 2013
The Meeting House,
2700 Bristol Circle, Oakville, ON
Join other VMC network pastors and leaders. Speakers include Alan
Hirsch, Bob Roberts Jr., Bruxy Cavey, Tim Day, and Jon Tyson.
www.thecongress.ca

Love the City 2013: Least
A day of thinking about the “least” things
– serving the least with a posture of service.
Hosted by Downtown Windsor Community
Collaborative (www.dwcc.ca).
Friday, November 1st
7:00 pm Keynote Speaker: Greg Paul, The Sanctuary Toronto
9:00 pm Meet Windsor social agencies serving the least
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 405 Victoria Ave, Windsor, ON
Tickets are free but seating is limited: www.eventbrite.ca/
event/8274259533 or at Cameron’s Bookstore (519-972-9125).

Live, Laugh, Love Book Launch
November 2nd, 7:00 pm
Lincoln Road Chapel, Waterloo
A coffee-table book featuring David
McClurkin’s most exceptional photographs,
and some of his many “Verse of the Year”
quotes, plus all manner of McClurkinisms.
Join us for refreshments and an
entertaining evening. All funds raised will go
towards VMC’s Moving the Mission Forward, a project that Dave
was especially keen about. www.livelaughlovebydave.com
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Theme: O Canada—Mission from Sea to Sea
Keynote Speakers:

Mark Buchanan and his wife Cheryl live in Calgary, Alberta,
where Mark is associate professor of Pastoral Theology at Ambrose
Seminary. Educated at UBC and Regent College, Mark is a
pastor, teacher, speaker, and the author of seven books as well
as the forthcoming novel, David. He has also written numerous
articles for Christianity Today, Faith Today, Leadership Journal,
Discipleship Journal, Conversations, Seven and several other
magazines.
Ray Aldred is a pastor with the Christian and Missionary
Alliance Church in Canada. A status Cree, Ray was born in
Northern Alberta. He and his wife Elaine now live in Calgary where
he is Assistant Professor of Theology at Ambrose Seminary. Ray
is chair of the North American Institute of Indigenous Theological
Studies and leader of the Aboriginal Ministries Council for the
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada.
Stream Themes:

A Focus on Existing Churches
A. Leadership Teams: Building Creative and Productive Teams
B. Disciple Making: From the Person on the Street to Being
Complete in Christ
C. Better Together: Thriving Partnerships Between VMC and
Churches
D. Positive Conflict Resolution: Persistently Finding the
Creative Side of Conflict
A Focus on New Churches
E. New Church Extensions: Services, Satellites, Plants
F. New Churches for New Canadians
G. Fresh Expressions of Church: Rethinking Church and its
Mission
A Focus on Specialized Ministries
H. Ministry to high-needs communities
I. First Nations People: A More Positive Way Forward
J. Mental Health: What Should We Know/Do?
K. Youth: Winning or Losing?
L. Caring for Our People
Register online at www.vision-ministries.org or by contacting
Henrietta Koenig at 519-725-1212 ext. 324 or info [at] visionministries.org.
Individual $250 | Couple $300 | 25 or under $100
Includes all meals and snacks. Register as a group from the same
church and the 7th person is free.
$250 toward travel is available for the first 50 registrants from
outside of Ontario or Quebec.

The Common in Guelph, Ontario is one of several emerging
church plants in the VMC network. Sunday night services
for 18–30-year-olds will begin with a Christmas launch
event. Meetings will be held at Hope House (cleverly
pictured right), a ministry centre for people in poverty in
downtown Guelph connected to Lakeside Church.

Celebrating
New and
Emerging
Church Plants

Graphic created by Pablo Suarez

City Chapel in Red Deer, AB
Started in February 2012, this church meets in the downtown core
of Red Deer and has a heart for the city. “Instead of building our
own tribe, we seek the prosperity and peace of our community as
we are led by the Holy Spirit.” www.citychapel.ca
North Park Asian Fellowship, London, ON
Birthed out of a thriving ministry to Chinese immigrants, this
congregation began meeting more formally in the fall of 2012.
Radiant City, Waterloo Region, ON
Believers live in three needy areas in the region and love their
neighbours. The group worships together in large gatherings three
Sundays per month.
Westview Bible Church, Montreal, QC
A Spanish congregation planted by Westview worships at the
church on Sunday afternoons.
Hope Community Church, Lennoxville, QC
A Bhutanese group has a worship service at the same time as Hope
Church. The two congregations share a Sunday school time, and
also hold joint services and other interchurch events.

Churches in Development
True North, Peterborough, ON
Jay Lehman and his core group are drawing together in a few small
communities north of Peterborough. Missional groups in three
regions meet together regularly. Larger gatherings, which will
start in fall 2013 or winter 2014, will be modelled on Tim Keller’s
concept of “worship evangelism.”
Shabanniku, Calgary, AB
A core group of Iranians and other Farsi-speakers are meeting
together for worship and reaching out. After receiving charitable
status they will hold public gatherings. Led by a former Muslim and
her husband (see cover story).
Maitland Street Church, London, ON
David Annunziello and a good team of folks from First Baptist
Church in London are just going public, planting a new Canadian
Baptists of Ontario and Quebec congregation, with Vision
Ministries alongside. Maitland Street is interested in actually getting
out in an incarnational way, to reach friends and neighbours, and is
planning to have an effective “large gathering” on Sundays.
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Does the Bible say enough about appointing leaders?
Gord Martin

D

oes the Bible say enough about
appointing leaders? Not enough to
guarantee success. Even our Lord
chose twelve, one of whom was a devil ( John 6:70). On the
other hand, the Scriptures are very clear about what matters in
appointing people to leadership roles. Leaders should be humble
and wise in their interaction with others. They should also be
suitably gifted and possess:
▶▶ A heart for God
▶▶ Positive track record
▶▶ Good reputation
▶▶ Ability to influence
▶▶ Knowledge of the Word
The Bible says that as people we “look at the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).
We easily misjudge people, assessing some too harshly and others
too generously.
Even if we follow Scripture carefully, we can’t predict anyone’s
future fruitfulness. God doesn’t tell us everything we’d like to
know. He does call us to heed his voice, to learn wisdom, and to
trust and obey.
Getting people into right places
Let’s assume that you and those around you are reasonably
competent to lead in a biblical way. The first step to mobilizing
people optimally to advance the mission of God is to get to know
and understand the people he has given you.
When choosing leaders, look for people who are reliable,
demonstrate spiritual maturity, and who influence others for
the Kingdom. Make sure
that the most capable people
VMC’s Right People/
continually fill primary roles.
Right Places
Delegate clearly, initially for
workshop is coming
short terms and then longer
to a church close
periods. Be sure to establish
to you this fall. Take
clear expectations and hold
advantage of this peer
workers accountable for
learning opportunity.
what they were asked to do.
Take time to train leaders for
See page 6 for details.
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improvement; don’t give up on them at the first sign of weakness.
Keep watching for new leaders and open doors for them to use
their gifts. Starting new ministries with them as the leaders may be
an option. As well, be a good model as a leader—do what you said
you would do. Communicate well so people know what you are
thinking and where you are going.
Keeping people in the right places
Appreciate those who serve with you—and tell them. Make
them feel that they are a valued part of the leadership team and
celebrate what God is doing among you. Keep your expectations
reasonable but do have expectations. Be sure to adjust roles and
responsibilities as necessary and pay attention to problems that
arise so that they are properly resolved.
Continued on page 5
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