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For those early Christians,
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A New Understanding of Mission
More Flourishing Effective Churches

LETTER FROM

GORD MARTIN

God is at work in Canada!
Read the stories of churches, all kinds of them, and about people,
gripped by the Spirit to live out their obedience to Jesus their Messiah.
It is a great joy to us at VMC to use this issue of our newsletter to
highlight just a few of the many expressions of vibrant church life we
are privileged to serve and observe from coast to coast.
I often say that Vision Ministries Canada behaves like a mission and
provides some of the services of a denomination.
We behave like a mission in the sense that church-planting and new
church-like ministry initiatives of all kinds are our top priority. We are
excited by what God is doing among new immigrants in Canada and by
the way He is stirring our younger people to begin incarnational ministries.
We are also enthusiastic about more established congregations that are
continuing to ﬂourish and extend their reach.
VMC also provides some of the services of a denomination to about
140 Canadian churches. We help church leadership groups ﬁnd their
next steps forward, mentor pastors and elders, provide governance and
policy documents, and cultivate the next generation of leaders.
Be glad with us and rejoice in God’s goodness,

Gord Martin
Gord Martin, Executive Director
Vision Ministries Canada
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Lambick Park Church
by Sandra Reimer

L

ambrick Park Church began in 1964 as
a small missional plant in the suburbs
of Victoria, BC. The church is now comprised of two communities, one called The
Gathering and the other called The Place;
which share a leadership team and a building.
A number of years ago, a surge of passion around social justice changed the way
the congregation at The Place understands
themselves. Some people in the congregation brought David Collins, then Executive
Director of Canadian Food for the Hungry,
to the Lambrick Park leadership team.
“Through David we were re-understanding
missions,” says Simon Goff, Lambrick’s
administrator and missional engagement
director.
“In 2000, David challenged us to get
involved in some container projects going
to Afghanistan, then Ethiopia,” Goff re-

members. Collins then challenged the group
further. “This kind of short-term project is
easy for churches. It’s time for you to get
your hands dirty and kind of commit to the
long-term,” Collins told them.
In response, a small group from both
congregations went on a vision trip to
Belo, Ethiopia. A long-term partnership,
arranged through Canadian Food for the
Hungry, was forged with an organization
run by Ethiopians. “We wanted to see how
we could resource the dreams of the elders,
the professionals, and the children of Belo,”
says Goff.
“Right from the get go, we came back
from Ethiopia with a changed understanding of our role—that all of us are missionaries,” says Goff. The group also realized
that “98% of us would be spending 98%
of our lives in Victoria.” And they asked
themselves “What does it look like to take

Thinking Ahead is published 4 times/year in an effort to
connect like-minded Christians and their local churches and
encourage them to work cooperatively, especially in evangelism
through church planting and church extension. Subscriptions are
free, but VMC encourages supporters to send $15/year to help
cover costs (no tax receipt given for subscriptions).
Spending of funds received by VMC is conﬁned to board approved
programs and purchases. Each gift designated toward an approved
program will be used as designated with the understanding that
when any given need has been met, designated gifts will be used
where needed most. Gifts of $20 or more are acknowledged with
an ofﬁcial tax receipt.

Through Food for the Hungry, Lambrick Park Church partners with Ethiopians

some of those ideas [gained in Ethiopia]
and apply them in Victoria?” With a transformed understanding, that everyone is
a missionary and everywhere is the new
mission ﬁeld, their members have birthed
things like a street café where university
students create authentic community ﬁlled
with music, art, great food and conversation with those living in poverty.
Then in 2005, The Place shut down
their traditionally run missions council,
partly because they felt the focus was too
narrow.
Goff says, “Often people asked us for
support [but this] was not us using spiritled strategies about where we would like to
partner.” The congregation has broadened
their scope of support beyond exclusively
“proclamation evangelism.” They now are
promoting ministries like International Justice Mission, an organization that partners
with people in developing nations to improve their justice systems rather than only
converting individuals who live in unjust
societies.
“As we have redeﬁned missions, we
see ourselves not just as messengers of
God but as ministers of Jesus Christ,” says
Goff. They believe their role is “as partners
in the reconciliation of all things. God has
the ultimate victory. He calls us to be part
of his plan in this.”

in the village of Belo, Ethiopia to improve living conditions.
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A guitarist plays at the Street
Café. Once per month university
students that attend Lambick
Park Church get together with
people in poverty to share art
and music at the Street Café.
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Rick and Joy Frey, Wallenstein Bible Chapel

I

distinctly remember the Sunday our pastor,
Ron Seabrooke said, “I have you guys on the
top of my prayer list in regards to ALPHA,” That
was the start of a new depth in my faith.
Rick and I started to build a friendship with
our son-in-law Mike’s parents and they accepted
an invitation (out of politeness) to the ﬁrst ALPHA we hosted in our home. Ron led that ﬁrst
course and he stressed the importance of prayer
before each meeting. Tears streamed down my
face as I listened to Mike petition our Heavenly
Father, “God save my parents.” God heard that
prayer. Mike’s parents were saved and then baptized and are now members at Wallenstein Bible
Chapel.
It is not easy to be a “ﬁsher of people.”
There is a sacriﬁce that comes with serving God
whole-heartedly. Satan is not happy when someone turns their back on him and their sinful ways
to follow Jesus. It seems Satan knows that my
weak spot is discouragement.
My friend Cathy had been coming out to
our ALPHA course for about six weeks, quietly
listening, never participating in discussion but
soaking in the Word of God. One week, I was
in a deep pit of despair and was going to cancel
ALPHA for that night.
Cathy came an hour earlier that day as she
always did to chat and share a cup of tea. I was

Here I Am, Send Me
by Joy Frey

absently preparing supper when I felt almost like
a physical tap on the shoulder and a whisper in
my ear, “Joy are you listening?” Cathy was telling me how all week she felt she needed to be
in prayer so that the Holy Spirit would not leave

“I ﬁnd it amazing that God allows us
‘insigniﬁcant people’ to have a little part in this
work. But oh the joy when a sinner comes to
repentance. There’s really nothing like it.”
her. I suddenly realized that Cathy was on the
brink of salvation. We sat down and I listened
as she poured out her heart in repentance and invited the Holy Spirit to take residence in her life.
I cried because two hours prior, I had wanted to
cancel ALPHA because someone had hurt me.
With shame, I thanked God that He did not allow
me to cancel Cathy’s day of salvation.
Joy and Rick Frey have three kids and two grandkids. The
Freys have attended Wallenstein Bible Chapel, “a rural church
in the middle of a cornﬁeld”, all their lives. Their spare room,
affectionately called “the upper room” is available to anyone
who needs it. Their hearts and home are open to God

THE SPIRIT OF
TRUTH CHURCH:
A HEART FOR
MUSLIMS
by Sandra Reimer

B

orn in Tehran, Iran, Siamak Shafti-Kermat was
working as a ﬂight mechanic and studying electrical engineering. He went to The Netherlands for a
course and did not return home. After completing a
PhD in Telecommunications, he got a job at the University of Vienna in Austria.
Despite his success, he was very disillusioned
and frustrated. So he left everything and went to Denmark where he ended up in a refugee camp. At the
camp a man from Norway came to share the Bible.
Shafti-Kermat requested a Bible and the man
gave him one in his own language—Farsi. Siamak
was fascinated by the book. He read and re-read it,
wondering if it really was from God. That was in
1994. “It was the most precious gift I received in my
life,” he says. One night he asked God to make it
clear if the Bible was really his word. “After I prayed
for many hours and after many tears, I woke in the
morning and it was a beautiful day.” He felt sure that
the Bible was true. He asked one of the workers at
the camp, “This [book] is wonderful. How come you
don’t read it?” The worker was stunned to see a Muslim reading the Bible.
After that, Shafti-Kermat told anyone and everyone about the Bible. He met his wife in a German
refugee camp. They later came to Canada and in
2005 established a Farsi-speaking church in Toronto
called The Spirit of Truth.

They met Gord Martin from Vision Ministries
Canada who helped them put together a constitution
for their church and put them in touch with the 12:12
Network. The network ﬁnancially supports ShaftiKermat so he can work full-time reaching out to
the 200,000 plus Farsi-speakers in Toronto, most of
whom are Muslims. Last year the church baptized ten
new believers, including two of Siamak’s brothers.

Pastor Siamak Shafti-Keramat of Spirit of Truth Church
which reaches out to Farsi-speakers in Toronto

Wallenstein Bible Chapel located in
rural Ontario. John Martin was one
of the primary inﬂuencers when
the congregation started as the
Hawkesville Gospel Mission in 1935.
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A Faith Story from a member of the Spirit of Truth Congregation
Born in a Muslim family, I started practicing Islam when I was nine. I left a horrible marriage, eventually escaping to
Canada where I was in a car accident. The Christian driver of the other car helped me ﬁx my car and later sponsored my
daughter to come to Canada! I could see that she was connected to a real God. I went to church with her, but because my
English was poor, I looked for a Persian-speaking church. Now I worship at The Spirit of Truth Church and am proud to be a
servant of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Spirit of Truth website:
www.ruherasti.com
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Conservative Quebec Congregation Reaches Out Innovatively
L’Assemblée Chrétienne de Cap-de-la-Madeleine
by Doug Virgint

Bethany Chapel

Helping the Poor
by Jeanette Duncan

B

Low cost used clothing is
sold in the “Thread Shed.”

ethany Chapel is a church in Calgary,
Alberta. Begun in 1950 as a church
plant, now 600 people attend every Sunday.
It has a huge ministry to the low-income
people that live in the neighbourhoods
around the church.
Ten years ago, Heather Webber was
hired as the Community Development Pastor. Her philosophy was simple: “You just
have to look out your door, and see what the
needs are. It could be basic needs like food
or clothes, or maybe people need parenting
or marriage courses.” The ﬁrst thing they
did was to start a licensed pre-school.
Today Bethany Chapel offers a wide array of programs that give practical support:
ESL classes, mom’s groups, free community dinners, a homework club, an afternoon
ladies’ education circle, budgeting help, a
food program, and a second-hand clothing
store. “For us, it’s been about meeting basic
needs,” says Heather.
It didn’t happen overnight; but by patiently building relationships with community leaders and social workers, Heather has
seen many doors open. One of these was
the second-hand store. Heather confessed
her dream to a social worker, and before
she knew it, city ofﬁcials were hammering
shelves into a landscaping shed in a nearby
low-income housing complex. They dubbed
it “The Thread Shed” and today single

moms, immigrants, and many others buy
affordable clothes there.
And Heather has one advantage social
workers don’t have: the church. “If I didn’t
have the church behind me, it would be very
hard.” One day a lady asked her for a washing machine, telling her she was washing
her clothes in the bathtub. The very next
day someone called the church, offering a
washer and dryer. Heather loves the way
God answers prayer, and how God’s people
come alongside to help. “Without the volunteers from the church, I wouldn’t be able to
run all these programs.”
Do the people they help come to church
on Sunday mornings? Not everyone, Heather says. It takes time and caring for people
in genuine ways. For Heather, success isn’t
about numbers on Sunday morning; it’s
about making a difference in people’s lives.
When people thank her, Heather tells them
about God’s love. “They know the church is
a light in their community.”
Heather encourages other churches to
look at the needs around them. “If every
church would just cross the street, I think
they’d be surprised.”

Bethany Chapel
volunteers play Dutch
Blitz with immigrants
learning English
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T

he congregation at “Cap” was born
in 1947. People from Ontario sent
Christian tracts and New Testaments to
hundreds of homes in our city of TroisRivières. Missionaries visited those who
expressed interest.
The ministry grew and quickly became
the largest French Brethren assembly in
Quebec. Our ﬁrst building was a small
“shed” on the waterfront which was later
moved to a permanent location. Expansions were added in 1955 and again in
2003.
Our Congregation
Today more than 400 people regularly
attend our meetings. We have a healthy
mix of young and older people from all
strata of society.
Youth programs have been a key to our
growth. We have two couples who are
supported full-time to do youth ministry.
Gabriel and Mélanie Paquin work with our
more than forty teens and Adam and Anne
Dicko minister to 70 or so young adults
in our College and Career group. Another
group of 12 to 15 younger children also
meet Friday evenings. Kids are kids, but

we rejoice in the level of spiritual maturity and commitment among our young
people. We have baptisms regularly, and
most of the candidates have found the
Lord through these ministries.
Besides the youth workers, another
couple works full-time in pastoral ministry, and two other couples are commended
to various other ministries in the Lord’s
work in the area.
Cell groups operate throughout the
week, with groups that reﬂect geography,
age, interest etc. Our young family groups
are especially strong.

Leadership
We have a group of seven elders that
provides overall leadership. Training the
next generation of leaders is a big priority
for us. We invite younger men to share
in the preaching time, and schedule them
also to speak on Wednesday or Sunday
evenings to gain some experience. At any
given time three or more younger men are
invited to attend the elders’ meetings to
gain experience and test their call. More
than forty of our men and women are taking decentralized seminary level courses
through our Assembly ProFAC school.

Our Services
Music occupies an important place
in our assembly. We have many very
talented musicians, aged from ﬁfteen to
seventy-ﬁve, with about eight different
worship teams that take turns leading
the congregation. We have a good mix of
different styles, and sometimes the older
people sigh! The younger people have
graciously accepted some general guidelines; the congregation must be singing,
we have to understand the words, and the
music cannot cause damage to eardrums.
And we want to sing the old “hymns” on
occasion—preferably once each Sunday.
Expositional preaching is at the heart of
our public ministry. We are blessed with
several excellent teachers/preachers, and
on most Sundays you will ﬁnd us working
our way through a book of the Bible. We
usually spend two to four weeks on each
chapter. We take a two week break every
six weeks for thematic teaching.
We have continued to practice the
Lord’s supper as a separate service with
the entire time dedicated to remembering
and worshipping our Lord. We begin with
a worship team that leads us for ﬁfteen
minutes and then continue in worship as
many spontaneously express their love

for the Saviour. Because this is our largest
service we use the basement as over-ﬂow
space to accommodate everyone. The
worship team leads the basement group
via a live video feed after which they also
continue to worship spontaneously.
Outreach
In many ways we are a fairly conservative group, but we have been quite innovative in outreach to our community.
We work hard on outreach through
“Breakfasts of Hope”—a regular meal in
a rented restaurant with testimonies and
music. Our men preach regularly in other
churches, and our youth groups often visit
small remote churches to do evangelism
and encourage the local youth. Some of
our men do coaching with elders in other
assemblies. Our leaders train leaders in
other churches in counselling, theology,
expositional skills etc. Over the years we
have planted two “sister” churches, and
we have twice adopted failing assemblies
to try to nurse them back to health.
Our Future
We are experiencing a real space
crunch. Sunday School rooms, the nursery, spaces for youth programs, the main
meeting room and the parking lot are all
over-full. We are praying about expanding
the present building, moving to another
location and/or planting one or more new
congregations.
Like all church leaders, we have our
share of challenges, encouragements and
joys. We are grateful to the Lord for his
goodness to his people in Trois-Rivières.

Doug Virgint is a leading elder at La Assemblee
Chretienne de Cap-de-la-Madeleine in Trois-Rivières
which has a population of approximately 137,000.
An hour and forty-ﬁve minutes east of Montreal, this
historic settlement (second oldest city in Quebec) is
located where the Saint-Maurice River meets the St.
Lawrence River.

More information in French at: www.accm.ca
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REACHING THE WORLD AT OUR DOORSTEP...and beyond
THE JESUS NETWORK

GOD IS MOVING THROUGH MOVEIN

Through the Jesus Network, Canadian Christians are
living among and loving immigrants and refugees in their
densely populated Toronto neighbourhood.
In turn, new Canadians
are emerging in this fellowship
as strong Christian leaders
with the language and culture
needed to reach their neighbours. Beginning with a few
friendships, the group has
experienced God’s blessing
as their network has ﬂowered
into many relationships across
Toronto as well as in countries
around the world. The love of
Christ is spreading like a lifegiving germ as people committed to other religions have
dreams of Jesus and interact
with His people.

We met H, R, and their two sons at Christmas when we knocked on all the doors of our
apartments to distribute the Jesus DVD and
meet our neighbors. She is Russian Orthodox
and he and his sons are Muslim. She has come
to church with us and they both came to an
evangelistic dinner at our church... We are
praying that God reveals himself to them in an
amazing and undeniable way.
Kristin, a MoveIn participant

Churches and ministries associated
with the VMC Network embrace new
Canadians in a variety of ways.

Some churches, like Bethany
Chapel in Calgary make their
facilities available to new
immigrant congregations, and
offer clothing, food, and support
to new Canadians in their
neighborhoods (see p 6). Granville
Chapel in Vancouver (p 15) and
Lincoln Road Chapel in Waterloo,
Ontario have hired ethnic leaders
to pastor congregations that
worship in the heart language of a
particular new Canadian group.
Believers in a Toronto

neighbourhood share life with
their immigrant neighbors.
Through MoveIn, Christians are
being mobilized to live in highneeds communities which include
lots of new Canadians. VMC also
helps support ethnic leaders that
are reaching others in Canada
who speak their language. Many
of these leaders have connections
with or return to their countries to
spread the Gospel.

With the help of MoveIn, Kristin and her
husband relocated to a high-needs southern
Ontario neighbourhood this past November.
With a team of young adult Christians, they
are praying for their community, responding to
needs and sharing Christ. The majority of their
neighbors are new immigrants and many are
refugees, including a number of Karen families
from Burma.

VISION MINISTRIES PARTNERS
WITH NEW CANADIAN LEADERS
Here are a few examples

A representation of the relationships formed by The Jesus
Network. Each of the black shapes in the drawing represents an apartment building in their neighbourhood. The
coloured ovals represent people who have been reached
for Christ and who are reaching others.
Take a look at what Jesus has done with your prayers. He’s taken
words uttered in desperation and turned them into people hungry
for more of Him. This picture is what 3 years of prayer, sweat and
tears looks like!
Shawn, leader of The Jesus Network
www.jesusnetwork.ca
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MoveIn identiﬁes and proﬁles high-needs neighborhoods in
North America and facilitates Christians moving into them.
As a part-time staff member
with VMC, Indy Salai Cungcin
oversees a network of Chin
(Burmese) churches across
Canada. He is also on staff with
City Church in Winnipeg.

Originally from Democratic
Republic of Congo, Claude
Katanga pastors a Frenchspeaking African church in
Toronto.

Siamak Shafti-Kermat pastors
a Farsi-speaking church in
Toronto, see article p 5.

Ming-Peng Gong provided
leadership for planting three
new Chinese congregations in
Toronto. He continues to take
trips back to China where he
trains Christian workers and
speaks to youth and adults.

Yonatan Hiruy pastors an
Eritrean church in Toronto. He
broadcasts a twice weekly
Radio program in the Tigrinya
language (the program is aired
in Africa and over the internet).
In May 2009 he made a trip to
Sudan and Uganda to share the
Gospel with Eritreans who have
ﬂed to those countries.
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Youth from ForestView run a weekly after-school kids club at a community centre
in a low-income housing complex called Bill Shackleton Place. Church volunteers
also offer a tutoring program and other supportive services. See a United Way
article about their work http://tinyurl.com/ForestView-Helps

F

orestView Church in Oakville, Ontario was a mainly middle
class suburban congregation when it began in 1993. God put a
“divine burr” under their collective saddle in the form of a socially
active senior named, Les Horne. “The Lord has used him to call us
away from a typical, comfortable, suburban lifestyle,” says lead
pastor Mike Stone.
Les is a passionate advocate for children and has won awards
for his social justice work. Horne’s prophetic voice and lifestyle
encouraged the congregation and leaders at ForestView to expand

their understanding of mercy and justice.
“Re-reading the scriptures helped us see God’s focus on the
poor,” says Stone. He mentioned that the Old Testament prophets
often admonished the Israelites for not taking care of people who
are poor. “Jesus did much of his ministry at the periphery. He
ministered to social misﬁts and outcasts. He engaged the people
in power but did most of his ministry at the edge.” He says it has
been “a struggle to understand the gospel holistically.” Notably,
the congregation and leaders came to the conclusion that “Social

Mike Stone has been the lead pastor at ForestView Church for thirteen
years. His thinking has been inﬂuenced by many authors including:
Alan Roxborough, Mark Lau Branson, Craig Van Gelder, Darryl
Guter, Alan Kreider, Alan Hirsch, and Michael Frost.
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justice is what God calls us to. It is not a means to an end. We
don’t earn the right to be heard or to have a Bible Study [through
socially just action].”
The leaders and congregation at ForestView began a journey
of deeper involvement in their community. As their vision and
passion increased, they decided to put staff time and money into
social action. Six years ago they hired Paul Millar part time as the
Director of Community Outreach. The other half of Millar’s time
was spent at Micah House, which provides transitional housing
for refugees in Hamilton. Three years ago, when the needs of the
church grew, Millar was hired full time to educate the congregation about social justice, network with community agencies, and
raise awareness of community volunteer opportunities. “A large
portion of his role is to create opportunities and then to equip and
mobilize people in the church,” says Stone.
The church’s website states: “The Community Outreach
ministry exists to link the human and material resources of the
ForestView community with the physical, emotional, mental and
spiritual needs of the marginalized and forgotten of the Halton
and Hamilton communities.” Some of their current local ministries include: a weekly after-school kids club run by ForestView
youth in a rent-geared-to-income housing complex, and a tutoring
program for kids in the same housing complex. Church members
also garden alongside people with low incomes in a community
organic garden located at the church. Participants share their lives
and the produce they grow.
People from the church are also involved in community agencies such as: Compassion Society (distributes free food and clothing), Halton Multicultural Society, Kerr Street Ministries (a dropin centre for poor people), Bethany Residence (for adults with
mental health problems or dementia), and the Salvation Army.
Stone admits that much of ForestView’s local ministry still

involves members getting into their cars and driving to help
people in other communities. “We drive out of our neighbourhoods to serve across town because the visibly poor don’t live
next door.” He believes that “the evangelical church of the 20th
century has forgotten that place and neighbourhood matter.” At
ForestView they have been grappling with what it means to be
Christ-followers in their own geographic locations. “The church
needs to learn new ways to embody its life and witness in the
neighbourhood because the majority of Canadians are no longer
interested in coming to church,” says Stone.
The neighbourhood concept is appealing but the congregation
is ﬁnding it challenging to apply to their lives. So far the initiative
is not “getting much traction.” Stone wonders if, as leaders, they
are making it too complex when it is really very simple. “It is
God’s mission that is already operational—the Misseo Dei. It’s
not our mission. We need to be better detectives of the divine to
discern how God is already present and active and then consider
how we can join him.” In September 2009, ForestView hired Cole
McFarlane to help them with their missional efforts. He also coordinates visual media and worship at the church.
In addition to their social action and attempts to live incarnationally in their neighbhourhoods, in September of this past year,
ForestView started “Covenant Communities”—small groups
focused around cultivating a deep, monastic-like faith minus
withdrawing from the culture. The attempt to capture some of the
“rigorous, robust faith that had bite” of the early Christians, is beginning to have a transformative effect on those who participate.
About his team of elders, Stone says “Though a lot of this
stuff is challenging even for the leadership team, this group has
been very open to experimenting. They want to guard orthodoxy
and the good things God has done but they want to be open to the
new things God is doing in the church and the community.”
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Lakeside Encourages Young
Leaders to Try New Things
Youth Pastor, Justin Sytsma and his friend Dan Stoneburgh organized an arts event called Culture Café, which took place Sunday,
March 7th, 2010 at Lakeside Church in Guelph, Ontario. In addition
to pastoring the high school group at Lakeside, Sytsma wanted
to express his creative side and make room for others to “engage
with the Arts and how the Arts relate to our faith.” He’s thankful that
“Lakeside has really valued the Arts” and that the church is open
to trying new things. As a young leader he feels respected and
honoured. In fact, lead pastor, Dave Ralph, takes Sytsma and the
junior high pastor, Matt Naismith, out to lunch every other week to
get their input and to better understand youth culture. “He [Dave]
has a ton of insight and wisdom that we can lean into. He learns
from us and we learn from him,” says Sytsma.
Culture Café was really cool. About 40 people came, spanning from late high school to a TON of twenty-somethings, and a number
of 30+ adults. The service aspect of it was beautiful and well received, and the open mic portion consisted of people singing cover
songs, songs they have written, poems, other expressions through music (a couple of ﬁddle players), and some short stories. I’d
say that portion of the evening was really a testament to the hunger that is out there for the Arts. We had people going right up until
10pm when we were wrapping up. Even after that many people (20 or more) stuck around to help clean up, but mainly to chat and
enjoy community with one anther. We actually had to kick them out the doors so we could start to get home!
Justin Sytsma, High School Director, Lakeside Churchv

University Chapel In Vancouver Takes
Advantage of a Golden Opportunity
“A huge part of our identity as University Chapel surrounds our understanding
that God has called us to be His church
in this particular geographical location,”
says Associate Pastor, Christina Lui.
“Just over a year before the Olympics,
I felt a particular excitement and call to
do something during the Games, given
our close proximity to UBC’s Thunderbird Stadium—home to 17 Olympic Ice
Hockey Games, and all of the Paralympic Sledge Hockey Games,” she adds.
The church took this golden opportunity
to reach out to visitors as well as local
residents.
In February, volunteers from University Chapel joined with approximately
4,000 other Christians from Vancouver
and across the country to extend “radical hospitality” to thousands of visitors
to the 17-day Winter Olympic Games.
In partnership with the More Than Gold
initiative, they took photos of visitors
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with an Olympic torch, gave out coffee and water and held live concerts at
Regent College. Volunteers handed out
welcome bags containing a rain poncho,
hand sanitizer, a pen, snacks, maps, and
a book containing testimonies of Christian athletes.
Postcards were sent to local residents inviting them to view the opening
ceremonies, ﬁnal men’s hockey game,
and the closing ceremonies on a big
screen at University Chapel. They were
also invited to the live entertainment and
concerts at Regent College.
Relationships with other churches
on the westside of Vancouver were
strengthened as they worked together
during the Olympics. A group of churches
plan to continue collaborating to reach
their neighbourhood. They even started
a website called westsidevents.ca which
will be used to publicize local Christian
events like Vacation Bible Schools.

Visitors to the Olympic Games could get

Small Town

Big Church
by Jeanette Duncan

S

mall town churches often struggle to keep their doors open. Yet,
Westlock Gospel Chapel, in a small farming community of only
5000, an hour north of Edmonton, recently opened a fully-paid $1.8
million addition. Though the town of Westlock hasn’t grown in twenty
years, the church’s attendance has doubled. Over 200 people attend
each Sunday.
Ask pastor Tim Gurnett the secret to their success, and you will
get a litany of the ordinary: Sunday morning services, a mid-week
children’s program, and small groups. The three pastors share duties;
there is no superstar pastor or mega church strategy here.
Right from its start in 1924, Westlock Gospel Chapel had a strong
focus on families and children. In 1945, members of the church helped
build Bethel Bible Camp, a camp that offers free summer programs
to area children. Today, Westlock Gospel Chapel runs the largest children’s program in the area and is known as a family church. About
100 kids attend Awana Clubs every week, half of them from families
that don’t attend church. And this steady investment in children and
families is producing a harvest.
Angie Craft ﬁrst started attending ten years ago.
“To be honest, I hated it,” says
Angie. “There I was, a single mom,
pregnant with my second child.”
Her mother told her she’d better go
to church to keep custody of her children. She sat in
the back row, seven months pregnant, embarrassed
and ashamed. After her daughter was born, she was
given a present, and that changed everything. “It was
a hand-knit yellow blanket,” Angie says. “I remember
crying that day, thinking that if an elder’s wife can
show love to me—a horrible sinner—then maybe
things wouldn’t be so bad.”
She re-dedicated her life to Christ, and began
raising her girls in the church. Fast-forward ten years,
and Angie is now married, with three more girls. Her
husband Darcy turned his life over to Jesus after two
months of attending. Her oldest daughter tells anyone
about Jesus. And recently, when her parents faced the
loss of their house and a medical crisis, the church
helped them, and now they come every week.
What would pastor Tim say to encourage other
pastors in small towns? “Keep going; don’t stop, even Angie and Darcy Craft with their girls. God used the Westlock
when you run into obstacles.” And it is this persistence Gospel Chapel community to reveal Christ’s love to them.
that keeps generations coming through the doors of
Westlock Gospel Chapel.

“I remember crying that day, thinking that if an
elder’s wife can show love to me—a horrible
sinner—then maybe things wouldn’t be so bad.”

their photo taken as hockey players.

See a slideshow at:
http://tinyurl.com/Uchapelolympics
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Fostering a Vibrant
Mandarin Ministry
At Granville Chapel

Pastor Rob Heintz
and his wife Helen

Cambridge Community Church

James Y
u with his
wife Jen
ny Pan a
their dau
nd
Mandari
n ministr ghter. Yu leads th
y at Gran
e
ville Cha
pel.

by Sandra Reimer

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES INCLUDE FAITH
by Sandra Reimer

C

ambridge Community Church has
been collecting food for the Cambridge Self-Help Food Bank for more than
ﬁfteen years. But up until ﬁve years ago,
they were still a fairly typical suburban
church just doing the odd thing to help the
people of their city.
When the congregation moved its facility from the suburbs closer to the downtown core of Cambridge, Ontario their
priorities shifted. “We got more intentional
about being involved in downtown and
making a difference,” says lead pastor, Rob
Heintz.
They started a Social Action Ministry
which continues to organize the food drive
but also coordinates other initiatives. The
church has invited a government-sponsored outreach worker to use their building
twice a week to meet with people in need.
Church representatives also attend local social planning council meetings where, with
words and actions, they are a reminder that
healthy communities include faith.

The church invited a representative
from the social planning council to one of
their leadership team meetings. She encouraged the church leaders to continue helping
people in poverty in “downstream” ways
like collecting food but to also consider
more “upstream” initiatives that would
prevent poverty.
According to Heintz, “A study showed
children in our area were behind in their
skills.” Cambridge Community decided
that teaching kids to read and write as well
as their peers, would lead to good selfesteem, successful education, and a better
chance at employment—which would help
them avoid poverty. With a team from the
church, Shelley Clow, CCC’s Family Ministries Pastor, runs a twice-weekly literacy
program called Hop Ahead.
It has taken over four years for the
congregation to build strong relationships
in the community. Last Fall, the executive
director of the food bank “sang praises”
to the local newspaper about the church’s

faithfulness in collecting food for the annual thanksgiving drive.
When clients at a local homeless shelter requested a Bible study, a staff member
at the shelter, who is not a Christian, wondered what church they could invite to lead
the study. He remembered the article about
the food bank that mentioned Cambridge
Community Church and decided to call
them.
“Some days you wonder what you’re
doing and if God is moving in lives. Then
something happens,” said Heintz who leads
the weekly Bible study at the shelter along
with lay leader Rauol Guenard.

J

ames Yu came to this country with his
wife Jenny Pan in 1998. He grew up in
China during a time when the churches
were closed by the Communists. He became a Christian after attending two Alpha
courses in Canada.
In partnership with Vision Ministries
Canada, Yu was hired part-time by Granville Chapel (Vancouver, BC) in 2009 to
oversee their Mandarin ministry.
Granville Chapel, began reaching
out to Chinese immigrants ﬁfteen years
ago through an ESL program. They hired
evangelist Stella Lai, who over the course
of eight years on staff, led more than 100
people to faith. “This group is the nucleus
of the ministry we are involved in today,”
says Granville’s lead pastor, Andy Perrett.
Granville’s leadership team’s vision
for the Mandarin ministry is “that they

should become a nested congregation
within the care of GC [Granville Chapel],”
says Perrett. He adds that, “First generation
immigrants have many challenges to adapt
to language and culture, and our sense is
that given freedom and support, they have
the potential to be a vibrant congregation
that can become truly missional.” Perrett’s
hope is that the main congregation of approximately 400, will continue to welcome
second generation Chinese immigrants into
English-speaking ministries like their youth
programs and Kingdom Kids.
Yu has a passion to see the existing
Mandarin believers grow deeper in their
faith. “Many believers are not spiritually
fed during [Granville’s] Sunday services
because of language and culture barriers,”
he says. Yu adds that many of them have “a
very thin concept of commitment to God

and to Church” as well as “lots of head
knowledge with no change of life.”
To meet these needs, Yu oversees
Bible studies inherited from his predecessors. With his wife, he is also developing
small groups, a choir, a prayer team, service
team, and a library. Soon they will begin
an every-other-week gathering “focusing
on how to live out ‘Jesus is Lord.’” From
the group that attends this gathering, Yu
hopes to create a team to help with further
outreach.
Yu will ﬁnish his Master of Divinity
at Regent College at the end of this year.
The plan is to begin Mandarin services at
Granville as early as next January or as late
as Easter 2011

Cambridge Community Church has been running food drives for
the last ﬁfteen years to help ﬁght poverty in their city. Pastor Rob
Heintz said, “Pat Singleton, director of the [Cambridge Self-Help]
Food Bank, started singing our praises to the media. She told The
Waterloo Region Record that we were going to raise 10,000 pounds

A Bible study for Chinese people
exploring Christianity.

of the 100,000 pounds they needed.” The congregation was up
to the challenge. “This past fall our amazing people helped raise
30,000 lbs of food.” Way to go Cambridge Community Church!
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Vision Ministries Canada

MORE FLOURISHING EFFECTIVE CHURCHES
www.vision-ministries.org

New Inner-city Ministry
In cooperation with the *12:12 Network, VMC is launching
an Inner-city Toronto Church Plant called “1:1”. (The reference is to Genesis 1:1; John 1:1 and to the ministry ratio of
one to one) Quincy and Duann Bergman who are heading up this
ministry have been uniquely prepared and called to this new work.
Quincy grew up in a very transient family. As a young person he struggled to ﬁnd his identity; racially, socially and spiritually. Although he
had a stepfather, he engaged in a prolonged and ultimately successful
search for his biological father. He was introduced to faith in Christ as
a young teen at a Christian camp, was mentored and nurtured along
the way by a number of men and is close to ﬁnishing a BRE degree
at Tyndale Seminary.

Quincy & Duann Bergman
are planting an inner-city
church in Toronto

The church will be planted among inner-city families and youth who
have been responsive to the ministry of Urban Promise over the past
11 years. The plan is to provide ongoing discipleship and pastoral
care in each of the four Urban Promise neighbourhoods and to gather
them for monthly corporate worship and teaching times. Duann is
involved in the Toronto Mass Choir which will perform from time to
time at the monthly gatherings which start on May 15th.
VMC is currently raising funds to support this new initiative. We welcome you to contribute to their support by forwarding funds to our
ofﬁce or online. www.vision-ministries.org (See current initiatives section on the home page to support Quincy and Duann or other current
VMC church planting initiatives)

VMC partners with the Ontario Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches and the Associated Gospel Churches
of Canada to form the 12:12 Network whose purpose is to plant churches in high-needs areas of the GTA
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